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President for 2015, holding the Johns Trophy National Competition, runnersup Cup— Photo Dee Worger

Welcome to the February edition of Thrussington Life
Another year!! although hard to believe with such mild weather, (long
may it continue!) Looking back on last year it finished with a very successful
event for the Christmas tree funding. I am really glad to see that we managed to
keep this tradition going with a lot of hard work from members of the village.
January seems to have started with continued enthusiasm, already we have had
a quiz night to raise money for the Queens Birthday party in June and the
final Burns Night has taken place. Both very successful events. Also I noted
that in February we have training for the defibrillator that is housed in the
phone box. I am not sure how many people know it is there never mind how to use
it but I would recommend that if possible to attend the training—you never
know!!!!!!
On a slightly different note I would like to bring a couple of items to the
attention of the readers of this magazine, A villager mentioned that we very
nearly had a very serious accident between a secondary school aged youngster
who was riding a bike at dusk and again in the dark with neither lights on the
bike nor wearing a hi vis jacket or even arm bands. On each occasion the
youngster was nearly run down by a car, because they were just not
visible. The consequence of a collision does not bear thinking about - for either
party - so please take extra care these dark days.
Also I note despite several pleas from various sources we still have the ongoing
problem of owners not clearing up after their dogs in the village boundaries, The
Green and footpaths. I am sure it is only a few thoughtless owners but for the
rest of us it can be very unpleasant. If you use a dog walker can you also
remind them of their responsibilities—the fine can be up to £1000 and the phone
number to report offenders is 01509 634563.
The Editor

CAN YOU HELP?
It appears that the 4 large cooking pots have possibly been borrowed from
the village hall between 6th and 18th December. These pots are used
frequently by different groups and the committee rely on them for the Retired
Persons lunch so we are keen to have them back as soon as possible.
If you have any idea where these might be could you please let one of the
committee know or ring me on 424430.

Thrussington Christmas Tree
Big thanks to all of the villagers and friends of Thrussington who turned up and
donated to the village coffee morning on Saturday 28th November 2016 we
raised a total of £778.00 which will go a long way to paying for the village tree
for a few years. Thanks go to the willing volunteers who make it possible: Liz
Iliffe, Jacky Pratt, Carol Gamble, Pauline Alton, Janet Proctor-Blain, Diana
Clarke, Marion Allsop and Bev Kearns.
We wanted to let you know how your money is spent and this year the tree
cost £411 with replacement lights and new fittings so you can see that the
funds raised at the coffee morning are essential to maintain this wonderful
village tradition and didn’t it look good this year? Nicole Richardson helped us
with the mince pies this year and Santa played his part when the lights were
switched on.
Finally, thanks go to the bunch of guys who in pouring rain and howling winds
have erected and maintained the tree throughout the festive period: David
Gamble, David Alton, Peter Montgomery-Stuart, Billie Kitchener, Martyn Ross,
Rob Knapster, Lee @ Manor Farm and John Rudkin.

7.45 pm Wednesday 24th Feb
Introduction to Family History
Many of us want to know more about the history of our own family,
but it may seem a daunting task to research it. Perhaps you want to
know how to begin, or need some specific advice? Even if it’s just
for your general interest, Peter Cousins, the Chairman of the
Leicestershire Family History Association, is just the man. Come
along and hear more.
Non-members welcome (Fee £2)
For more details contact Ian P-B (424060)

Edward Argar MP
I write this relatively early in 2016 so wanted to take the opportunity to
look ahead to what the year might have in store. Politically, the year
ahead will be an eventful one with the job of rebuilding our economy,
and continuing to do all we can to support more people to secure jobs,
taking centre-stage; there is a strong likelihood we will see the
referendum on whether the UK should remain a member of the EU or
leave; and internationally continued efforts to tackle the threat of
terrorism, and to find a way to bring peace to those parts of the world,
like Syria, suffering from conflict.
More locally, last year I had the great pleasure of attending a number of
events in the village, and one of my earliest visits following my election
was to the Thrussington CofE Primary School. I have continued to add
my support to the tireless work of the schools governors and
Headteacher to secure the funding needed to meet the increasing
demand for places for local children, and I hope that 2016 will see this
excellent school secure the extra investment in needs to improve its
buildings and facilities. Early in the year we can also expect the
consultation on a new formula for school funding more broadly - I am
pleased that all of our campaigning for a fairer funding formula for
counties like ours has yielded this progress, but we must keep making
the case for Leicestershire schools, and for schools like Thrussington
CofE Primary; just as we must continue our campaign for a fairer
funding deal for councils in rural counties like ours; and on top of all
this we have elections in May for our Police and Crime Commissioner –
so a very busy year in prospect!
Personally, 2015 was obviously a year of great change for me, and it is
has been wonderful to meet so many of you and to make so many new
friends in Thrussington. The past eight months as an MP have flown by
and I would like to thank all of you for the warm welcome I have
received as your MP. I am truly privileged to represent such a fantastic
part of the country as Charnwood, and such wonderful constituents, and
I look forward to continuing to do so this year to the best of my ability
and to many more visits to village events in the coming months.

Thrussington Defibrillator Training
Friday 26th February 2016
7.00pm – 9.00pm
Thrussington Village Hall
The Community Heartbeat Trust will be
demonstrating the use of defibrillators and explaining how the
equipment works and its benefits to our village. Everyone is welcome
and no special skills are required.
The more people that know how to use the portable
defibrillator installed in our village,
the more chance there is of saving the life of a victim of
Sudden Cardiac Arrest.
Big thank you to Marie Brocksopp who looks after and checks our village
Defibrilator every week making sure it is working and available to use

by us all, should we need it.
Please contact Jayne on 424599 if you have any questions

ALBERT FRENCH
& SON LIMITED
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS
2 Brook Street, Rearsby, Leicester

01664 424226

VILLAGE HALL NEWS
The hall is back in full swing after the Christmas holidays and the regular bookings are now
back every week. The hall is used every weekday evening from Mon to Thursday and even
twice a night. Fridays are now free but filling up fast as are Saturday and Sundays so if you
have a date in mind please book early.
Unfortunately the hall has suffered over the Christmas holidays with all the large metal
pans being removed from the hall. These are frequently used and it now means the hall will
have to replace these so if you have any ideas where they might be, please let a committee
member know. It also appears that tables have been borrowed by persons not informing a
member of the committee and whilst we do not mind the tables and chairs being borrowed
we expect permission to be sort before borrowing as we need to have an idea where the
tables are and also how many are being used as hirers of the hall have first take of the tables
so once again please let a member of the committee know if you have any village hall
tables.
Our Retired Persons lunch will be on April 3rd this year and details will be in the next
edition of the Thrussington Life. Our cinema night continue with the following list:
February 13th Mr Holmes
April 16th
Spectre
June 18th
Lady in the Van

March12th
May 14th
July 16th

Suffragette
Brooklyn
Bridge of Spies.

Please get in touch by email at beverleykearns@rocketmail.com, or phone 424430
Bev Kearns

KEEP THE DATE...KEEP THE DATE
Street Party to Celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday
12th June 2016
On 12th June 2016, Thrussington will be holding a street party to celebrate
the 90th birthday of Queen Elizabeth 11.There will be live entertainment for
adults and children alike and it should be a fantastic day for all the family.
More information in next month’s Thrussington Life.

FEBRUARY’S FILM

THRUSSINGTON
VILLAGE HALL
SAT FEBRUARY 13th
AT 7.30PM
Tickets £4.50 per person available on the door
Bring your own drink and nibbles if required

Reginald L Morgan
Chartered Certified Accountants
A complete Financial Service for all company businesses
Tax Advice for Self Assessment
12, Church Lane, Thrussington, Leics. LE7 4TE
Telephone: 01664 424140 Fax: 01664 424119
e-mail: reg.morgan@rlmorgan.co.uk

SOOTY
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Full Vacuum Service
No Job too Small or too Large
For a Quotation call Martin on

01664 568284 or 07880 525444



Full and part-time Nursery places



‘Funded 5’ pre-school oﬀering free
nursery places, (to children aged
from 3 years) every week day from
9am to 2pm during school term time



School Holiday Club for children aged 4
-11 years

For more information please visit us at anytime or
call 0116 260 7272

February Dates for your Diary
EVENT

TIME

DATES

BEAVERS

6.00 - 7.00pm

Wed3, 10 & 24th

BRIDGE GROUP
BROWNIES

CHILDRENS PARTY

7.15pm

Thurs 4 & 18th

6.00 – 7.15 pm

Tues 2, 9 & 23rd

10.00 - 1.00pm

2nd

12.30pm
12.00 - 2.00pm

7th
13th

1.00-4.00pm

14th

CHURCH FUNDING SUPPER
1.00 - 4.00pm

14th

CINEMA EVENING

7.30pm

Sat 13th

CUBS

6.30pm

Mon 1, 8 & 22nd

DEFIB TRAINING

7.00 - 9.00pm

26th

EXPLORERS

7.30pm

Wed 10th

LOCAL HISTORY
MARTIAL ARTS
OVER 50s COFFEE
MORNING

Anne Lewis

424803
Diana Clarke
424434
Frances Rendall
424240

12th

CHURCH BOOKING

GATEWAY GROUP

CONTACT

7.30pm
7.45pm
6 - 8.30pm
10.30 –

12.00am

Tues 2, 9 & 23rd
Wed 24th
Sun 7, 14, 21 & 28th
Wed 3 & 17th

PARISH COUNCIL

7.30pm

Tues16th

SCHOOL

During Day

Tues 2, Fri 12 &
Wed 24th

SCOUTS

7.45pm

Mon 1, 8 & 22nd

WATERCOLOUR

1 pm

Mon 1, 8 & 22nd

WOMENS INSTITUTE

7.30pm

Thursday 11th

David Alton
424114
Anne Lewis

424803

Tim Bourne
424849
Alison Steadman
0116 260 6733
Ian Proctor-Blain
424060
Alex Andrew

07764 756336
Bev Kearns
424430
Helen Chadwick
07827 785836

Anne Lewis

424803
Lyn Armitage 01509
814768
Sue Bradshaw
424663

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
THRUSSINGTON PRECEPT REQUEST
The Parish Council have submitted a request to Charnwood Borough
Council for an £8,000 precept for the year 2016/2017. This is a slight
increase on the sum requested last year, however, the council felt it was
appropriate to increase the amount of money requested based on the
number of projects it is currently working on, and these include traffic
calming in the village, the Neighbourhood Plan, mowing, etc.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ANNUAL PARISH LITTER PICK
We will be having our annual parish litter picking session on Saturday, 20th
February 2016 and are asking for volunteers to help us. If you are willing
to help, please contact the Parish Chairman, Tom Prior on 07751
436068 or via the Litter Pick event page on Facebook. Charnwood
Borough Council supplies the grabbers and bags and collects them
afterwards, but please bring suitable gloves and boots. We start at
9am and will meet on the village green.
The Parish Clerk, Helen Chadwick, is available on 07827 785836 or
helen@edenvirtualassistant.co.uk

The one with the right advice …. is closer than you think
Expert knowledge and advice on a wide range of legal matters
▪ Litigation/Dispute Resolution
▪ Property
▪ Family/Divorce/Children
▪ Wills/Probate/Trusts
▪ Personal Injury
▪ Powers of Attorney
▪ Criminal Law
▪ Employment
We’re just a phone call away, so get in touch today,
on Leicester 242 6010

Thrussington Golf Society
In stark contrast to the snow that cancelled last year’s Christmas event, this
year we picked the best day of the Christmas period for our day at Melton Golf Club.
Like all the courses around us at this time of the year, the ground was heavy and wet,
but the sun shone all the way round for a relaxed and enjoyable time. An international
cast comprising travellers from Iowa America, and New Zealand to compliment more
local home grown talent
Leading off the “Three Wise Men” (Rod Yalden, Roger Osbourne and Keith
Illsley) started with drives in all different directions, clearly they were missing guidance
from a Star in the east.
Next off the “Innkeepers” (Kevin Newby, Jonathan Wade, Kasey Newby, and Barry
Sandilands), gave a good display of finding no room on many fairways and produced
vain attempts to improve their “Stable-Ford” scores. (Sorry it was the best I could think
of)
Finally the “Shepherds”, (Phil Gilchrist, Morgan Newby, Cameron Gilchrist and
Chris from New Zealand) watched flocks of birds, rather than sheep as they covered
all the fairways and most of the rough in between!!
The friendly Nineteenth Hole Club House was a welcome sight as we left the
last green for a well earned drink, totting up the scores, and reliving those incredible
shots and putts we all made. In the end the leading reindeer was Jonathan (Red
Nose) Wade with a respectable score of 31 given the heavy conditions. Other notable
sleigh pullers were Keith Illsley (29), and Kevin Newby (26)
Can I take this opportunity to thank all those who supported this event, those
that have supported all our other golf events during 2015, and finally wish all
Thrussington golfers the best for 2016
Barry Sandilands
01664 424 457

D. A. Keen
PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
Artexing – Airless spraying
25 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE – NO JOB TOO SMALL OR
LARGE
Tel: 01509 812698 Mobile: 07710409911

10% Off
With This
Voucher !

From Hanging Doors and Fitting Kitchens to Restorations
and Alterations,
we do it all.

07973538223 / 01664 420355
OwenDaviesJoinery@hotmail.co.uk
for free advice and estimates.

www.OwenDaviesJoinery.com
Your local Pharmacist says:
“Tired Of Queuing For Your Prescriptions?”
Join our Free Prescription Collection Service and let us relieve you of the monthly
or bi-monthly headache of ordering your regular, repeat medicines from your GP at
East Goscote or at Syston Health Centre
* Free parking at East Goscote shopping precinct.
* Avoid parking charges at Syston Health Centre.
* We can liaise between you, your carer, or your relative
and the GP to sort out medication problems.
Remember to qualify for your personalised Prescription Collection service you must
register with us. Ask for details at the Pharmacy

East Goscote Pharmacy, 10, Merchants Common
East Goscote Tel: 0116 2606734

Front Cover Story
Jan Beesley, with Joy Griffin, Bowls Leicestershire Ladies’ President for
2015, holding the Johns Trophy National Competition, runners-up Cup. Jan
is one of twenty eight members of the Leicestershire Squad who played
through the summer travelling by coach, to matches against Suffolk,
Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, Essex and Hertfordshire; winning through
to play the semi-final at Leamington Spa against Yorkshire. Another great
win saw the team through to the final against Surrey, which they
unfortunately lost, but a wonderful achievement for Jan and the
Leicestershire Team.
At the same time Jan as a member
of the Belgrave Bowls Club played
in 2 mixed teams of 4 players
against Shepshed B, Coalville,
Market Bosworth, Shepshed A, and
on to Lincolnshire to play Boston to
reach the finals of the Nationals on
August 29th. The outdoor season
closed with a County Presentation
Evening at the Tigers Stadium in
Leicester at the end of September.
Jan as a long time member is now taking part in Indoor bowls, at Slater
Street, Leicester club, season which started in October and is just as busy
travelling to play National competitions through to April and we wish her the
very best of luck in 2016.

BLUE LION

Thrussington

CAMRA VILLAGE PUB OF THE YEAR 2006
Beer garden and patio
Lunches and Evening Meals
Closed Wednesday Lunchtime

Telephone: BOB and MANDY

01664 424266

Syston Police
May I firstly take this opportunity to wish everyone a belated Happy New Year. So it`s
out with old and in with the new and this applies to your local Police beat team. I
would like to update you with the current list of your local neighbourhood beat officers
for Thrussington and your neighbouring villages. We continually work together to get
to know the communities we serve. However with the area being so large it can be
difficult to get to each village as regularly as we would like.
Pc 1928 Ian Perry,
Pc 362 Nathan Adkin,
Pcso 6507 Brian Geeson.
Pc 2049 Phil Hurst.
Pc 2995 Ian Mundy.
We can be contacted by phone ringing 101 and following the instructions which would
include inputting the officers collar number. If people use the internet then send us an
email. Ian.perry@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
Nathan.adkin@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
Brian.geeson2@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
Philip.hurst@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
Ian.mundy@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
We welcome your contact expressing what really matters to you as regards to
policing your village. We welcome any information you have about local crime. This of
course could be phoned anonymously to crime stoppers 0800 555 1111. You will
speak to a real person who will not take your name even if you wish to give it.
We do not want anyone to become a victim of crime and hope that everyone takes
those extra steps to protect their property and possessions. There are so many things
that can be done and I would invite residents to make contact if they would like a visit
from us to offer advice on your own crime prevention needs.
Please make sure that you secure your property during the day and night. You would
be surprised on how many forget to lock their outer doors and even their vehicles at
night.
Be alert when out and about. Hold your head up and be fully aware of your
surroundings and potential hazards.
Kindest regards,
Pcso 6507 Brian Geeson,
Charnwood Police.

Building, Developing & Property Maintenance
All aspects of building work undertaken, all enquiries welcomed.
Tel: 01664 424919
Mobile: 07938 005057
Pear Tree Cottage
29 The Green
Thrussington
Leicester

Thrussington Ramblers
Anyone is welcome to join us on a Thrussington ramble. There is no
membership requirement, we meet on the Green on Saturday at 10.00am,
and in the summer there are also evening walks on Tuesdays leaving the
Green at 6.30pm For more information contact Terry on 01664 424004
New Year Spring Lunch
This year it is at The Black Horse, Grimstone on Wednesday 10th February
12:15 to order drinks and the menu at 12:30 at the table to order. If you are
planning on going please let Terry (424004) know as he has to tell the pub
how many to expect

Month
Febuary
March
April
May

June

Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Tues
Sat
Tues
Sat

Date
13th
27th
12th
26th
9th
23rd
7th
17th
28th
7th
18th

Name
Nigel
David & Jackie
Mike & Maggie
Ian
Jeanne
Roger & Jan
Terry
David & Jackie
Nigel
Mike & Maggie
Ian

Contact
Details
424854
424176
424527
424060
434140
424630
424004
424176
424854
424527
424060

Garage Wanted
Local Lady looking to rent a Garage for the Winter Months Back
Lane / Church Lane area
Please contact Wendy 07547 728317

Now OPEN
OUR NEW BRANCH DEPOT at:
285 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4DJ

Welcome to William Hercock Builders Merchants – the areas leading
supplier of Building, Timber and Landscaping products. From our 2.5
acre site on the outskirts of Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, and now
from our new depot in Birstall, Leicester, we continue to offer an
extensive range of Building Products for all of your needs as a
tradesmen, DIY enthusiast or self builder.

Birstall Depot, 285 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicestershire. LE4 4DJ
Call: 01162 676716, Fax: 01162 676844 or email us at
sales@williamhercock.co.uk

SYSTON MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
Syston Model Railway Society is a small group of railway modellers who
meet once a week to build and run model railways. We have, at our club,
modellers who have varied talents which enable us to learn from each
other. If you have an interest in model railways why not come and join us.
We meet every Monday evening (except Bank holidays) at The Old School,
Melton Road, Thurmaston, Leicester. From 7:30pm.
Once a year, the Society organises an exhibition at the Community Centre,
Sileby. The event features approximately 13 working model railways in
gauges O, OO and N and variants of these scales. Some of these exhibits
will travel from as far as Exeter and Stoke on Trent to exhibit at our event.
In addition, there are a number of specialist traders who should be able to
supply you with most things that you may need to build a model railway.
There are also hot and cold refreshments available. There is something for
all of the family.
This years event is on February 20th and 21st at Sileby Community Centre,
High St., Sileby, LE12 7RX from 10 – 4:30 on Saturday and 10 – 4pm on
Sunday. Admission will by Adults £4, Concessions £3:50 and accompanied
children under 14 FREE!
For more details, email systonmodelrailway@gmx.co.uk or ring
01162605760

Gaddesby School Community Ltd

Preschool

 We provide care and education for pre-school children from the age of aged two
years to school age, we are also able to offer breakfast/afterschool wrap around
care.
 Pre-school operates in Gaddesby Village Hall and enjoys a close relationship with
our neighbouring Gaddesby Primary School enjoying all their facilities
 Opening hours are Monday to Friday 9am – 12pm, with the addition of Thursday
and Friday afternoons 12pm – 3pm.
 From September preschool will be opening from 7.45- 6.00pm 5 days per week
 Gaddesby School Community preschool and holiday club are open to all preschool
and primary children 2yrs to 12 yrs
 We are Ofsted inspected and all our staff are fully qualified Early Years
Practioners.
 We are rated by Ofsted as an Outstanding setting

Newcomers more than welcome For more information and to
arrange a free induction
Contact the Pre-School Manager on 07876 055823
preschool@gsckids.org.uk

Cookin
g

Competitions
e.g. pool,
dance-mat
Outdoor
activities

Face paints

Run by qualified staff

Arts and
Crafts

Drama
Play station
(limited times)

Snacks

Games

Puzzles

ICT

‘Chill-out’
time

Water –play
(weather permitting)

For further details and booking forms please contact our office

Tel 01664 840970

finance@gsckids.org.uk

www.gsckids.org.uk

COME AND JOIN US WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

WI Report
Thrussington hosted the annual Wreake Valley Group Carol Service in the
Church, attended by representatives from each WI. The handbell ringers
played carols before the service and the church choir sang a couple of carols
during the service. Coffee and mince pies were served afterwards. A lovely
start to the Christmas season.
At our December meeting, Stephanie Morgan displayed our appropriately
decorated Christmas tree entry for “A WI Centenary of Campaigns”, which
depicted the 1992/94 campaign, “Preservation of our Villages and
Countryside”. Well done, Stephanie. Members contributed food for the
buffet table and a delicious spread, with wine, was enjoyed by members, to
round off the year.
QUIZ - Towns and Cities of Great Britain
1 Cradle of Methodism

Epworth

11 Swift ships

Fleet

2 Black Bess died here

York

12 Collection of months

Calendar

3 Bunyan's gaol

Bedford

13 Beach query

Sandwich

4 Dog's home of value

Kenilworth

14 Your money or your life Andover

5 Men of …...............

Harlech

15 Which car?

Watford

6 Vegetable

Leek

16 Ship's company

Crewe

7 Prickly topknot

Holyhead

17 Neither poor........

Norwich

8 Motor market fowl

Carmarthen

18 Colourful vehicle

Redcar

9 Murky water

Blackpool

19 School's entrance

Harrogate

10 Cart on fire

Barrow in
Furness

20 Chef's advice

Bakewell

In January we were entertained by the affable and amusing Bill Wells on “Fire
Safety with a Smile”. He told us a bit about his life; he was, variously, a trainee
surveyor, plasterer and builder before becoming a fireman, then leading fireman
and eventually Head of Community Fire Services. In retirement, he overcame
leukaemia and took up writing books on county pubs (Bill's Boozer Books), and
talking about his experiences as a fireman, in order to raise money for the
Oncology Unit at the LRI. So far he has raised over £5,500. He had a fund of
real life fires stories and how they were dealt with and gave us tips on how to
limit or avoid fires. His top tips were, close doors at night, unplug appliances,
install smoke detectors and plan an escape route. Keep a fire extinguisher and
fire blanket in your home and learn how to use them safely.
A thought provoking talk and slide presentation, delivered
with humour
Next Meeting: 11 February at 7.30 pm, Village Hall
Speaker: Members Evening
Hostesses:J Heath and A Guest

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
FAQs on Lent
So why is it called Lent?
The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring. In some languages the
name refers to the 40 days of Lent, and in others the name is taken from their word
for fasting.
And why 40 days?
Forty days because Jesus fasted in the desert for 40 days between his baptism and
the start of his ministry. The forty days doesn’t include Sundays – so Lent lasts for
the six weeks leading up to Easter.
But why doesn’t Lent start on the same date each year?
It can seem confusing! But Lent leads up to Easter, and the events of the first Easter
took place around the Jewish festival of Passover. The date of Passover depends
on the phases of the moon - so the date of Passover moves, and the date of Easter
moves with it. And the themes of Passover – escape from slavery, a journey to
freedom, God’s power to rescue and redeem … all those themes are very close to
the heart of Holy Week and Easter.
Way back, Lent used to be celebrated not long after Christmas, just after the
celebrations of the Jesus’ Baptism. Which made sense at the time. But over the
years people felt they needed time for some serious preparation for Easter,
especially if they were new converts preparing for their own baptism on Easter Day.
So it became a time for penitence, self-denial, and fasting.
So why should the rest of us bother with Lent?
We could use it simply as a time for fasting, testing our willpower, checking we can
control our tendencies to over-indulge. Or we could make it far more than that - and
make it a sort of spiritual adventure.
How about setting aside some time (or more time) each day to pray – to have that
vital conversation with God, but trying to listen as well as talk.
Or how about making time each day to sit and read your bible. Luke’s gospel would
be great – it has 24 chapters, so if you read roughly half a chapter a day including
Sundays that should more or less work out. You don’t need lots of background
knowledge – just make a quiet space, sit and read, look for a few words or a
sentence that catch your attention – maybe because it seems interesting, or
surprising or challenging, or just seems relevant for you that day. Read it again,
slowly. Take it in. Think it over. Pray it over. Think about it through the day …
Or how about joining other people for a quiet day or bible study or an Alpha course.
There are lots of possibilities. Pick up a copy of this year’s Spring menu from church
and see if there’s something for you. It could prove life-changing!
Love Lorna
(lorna.brabinsmith@btinternet.com)
(01664) 424-962

Services for February
Holy Trinity
Thrussington

St Michael’s
Rearsby

St
Botolph’s
Ratcliffe

St Mary’s
Queniborough

Sunday
7th
February
Sunday
next
before
Lent

9.30am
Morning Praise

11.00am
Parish
Eucharist
and
Christening

6.30pm
Holy
Communion

9.00am
Holy Communion
11.00am
Free4ALL

Sunday
14th
February
First
Sunday of
Lent

9.30 BCP Holy
Communion

11.00am
Parish
Eucharist

6.30pm
Evening
Reflection

11.00am
Holy Communion

Sunday
21st
February
Second
Sunday of
Lent

9.30am
9.30 EXPRESS

11.00am
Parish
Eucharist

-

11.00am
Morning Praise

Sunday
28th
February
Third
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CHURCHWARDEN’S NOTES
O Dear ! - once again where has all the time gone to; “Time like an ever rolling stream….”
Marches on.
I look at last time’s Notes and see I was looking forward to Christmas and now it is
history. For the record, we had a good Christmas. The Christmas Market was successful - £750
contributed to funds; in the evening the Concert by the Ratcliffe Chorale was greatly enjoyed
raising a further £500. Carols were sung – raising some £350. from the tour round the village and
the Carol and Christmas day services were well attended and enjoyed. It is not just the money
which is raised by these events at this time, important as that is, but for Christians to be together
celebrating the birth of Jesus.
So that is past and time rolls on into a new year. Lots to do and lots to look forward to.
Firstly, Lorna is moving on to her new parish in the Diocese of Lincoln at the end of
February. I find that in June 2008 I was writing that we were looking forward to her Induction
service on 27th July in Queniboro’ church; Time just flies! Seven years is the usual period of time
for a parish priest, so Lorna is moving forward to new challenges. In her time with us she has
endeared herself to many families at times of joy and sadness, at Weddings, Baptisms as well as at
Funerals. The job has not been easy with responsibility for four of the churches in the Fosse Team,
both with the administration and Pastoral care; as well as initiating a lot of new ideas for the
Mission Partnership, incorporating Birstall & Wanlip churches with our Team, and the Missionary
church project. As well as her involvement with Launde Abbey, I know that there are many other
aspects which we hear little about.
So, the future…. usually the Church of England does not hurry these matters but we have
been given permission to start searching for a new member of the Team. Also as part of the
Diocesan 2020 plans and targets the Goscote Deanery has to lose a half post in that time and this
falls to the Fosse Team. We have to remember that we are part of that Team under the leadership
of the Team Rector – at the moment, Canon David White ( but he retires later in the year!) - and
he can arrange his “Team” as he sees to the best advantage utilising the various skills of the team
members. So the new appointment, which will not be a full time position, is to the Team and we
will see how this will affect our village church! The process has started, the post will be
advertised, interviews conducted, hopefully an appointment made; - if all goes smoothly we hope
by the beginning of July. Let’s hope and pray that, with God’s help a suitable candidate will be
found.
Turning to matters Financial, - four years ago we held a Funding Campaign at which many
of you undertook to commit to a Regular Planned Giving mainly by monthly standing order. This
has been the lynch-pin of our finances over this period and those who “signed-up” cannot be
thanked enough. So now is the time to review that position and hopefully to ask you to continue
and to find some new members to support our church during the next few years. To explain where
we are, where we hope to go, and how we will get “there”, we will be holding a “Funding
Supper” on Friday 12th February. Invitations and details will be sent out soon.
In addition we are looking forward to our concerts, Trinity Fayre , and the festivals at
Easter, Whitsun and eventually (but it will not seem long – only 328 days) to Christmas.
Lorna’s last service is in Thrussington church on 21st Feb; her final service, a Team
Service in Queniborough on the 27th Feb; and her Induction service is in Branston, a parish with
two other village churches, 5 miles S.E. of Lincoln, on March 17th. We will be giving her a
parting gift – if you wish to contribute please see any church member.
May God be with you and keep you safe on the journey ahead,
God bless,
Reg Morgan - Churchwarden
9, Back Lane ( 01664 424 540 )
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