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Issue 29 --03--19 

Thrussington Life 
Welcome to the April Edition of Thrussington Life. Look out for all 
the Fun of the Run as well as a new feature—’Village People’ by 
Simon Wells.  

Image right:  From the archives, a photograph 
of the Vicar and Bell Ringers from 1888. With 
thanks to the History Society. 

Cover Image: Georgie Cursham, Tracey Moore and Emily Bradshaw from the ‘Thrussington 
Trottets’!     Courtesy of Lionel Heap.        

Email: Thrussington_life@outlook.com 
Website: Thrussingtonvillage.org 
Find us on Facebook. 

Deadline for articles for the May 
issue: Monday 22nd April. 

Editor: Fiona Bashford  Tel: 420066 
Treasurer: Reg Morgan Tel: 424540 

Advertising: Mike Harrison Tel: 424527 

Thrussington Life is a free magazine supported by advertising and the Parish Council 
and delivered to over two hundred local households by volunteers, to whom we are 
always grateful. The views expressed in this magazine, and contents of contributions, 
are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Editor. 
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Notices 

Retired Persons lunch 
Village hall on Sunday 7th April  12 noon for  12.30 pm 

If you live in the village or have moved from the village and are either retired or 
of retirement age and would like to join us for the lunch and have not been 
before, please let  Bev know . 

Bev Kearns 

21 Church Lane,  

thrussingtonvh@gmail.com or 424430 or let any committee member know. 

ALAN HEATH 

My family and I wish to thank everyone for the great kindness and compassion 
shown to us following Alan's death on 20th January 2019.  The flowers, plants, 
cards, emails and le�ers of sympathy and condolence which we have received 
have been very much appreciated and have been a great source of comfort to us 
at this sad �me. 

It was a great pleasure to see so many people at Alan's Memorial Service on 
22nd February and we are humbled by the many  dona�ons to Leukaemia UK, 
the charity chosen by us, following Alan's blood cancer diagnosis in November 
last year. 

We have received a le�er from Leukaemia UK, expressing their gra�tude to all 
those who donated in Alan's memory.  The total amount raised was £705.38.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

With our hear�elt thanks, 

Janet, Nick, Chris, Caroline and Ma�, Lucy, James and Alice. 
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Village Hall news 

We are looking forward to seeing our retired villagers at the lunch on the 7th. 

Our summer Skittles event will be on Friday21st June to Sunday 23rd June, further 

details to follow but please put this date in your diaries and hope for good weather! 

Cinema dates for your diary: 

April 20th Children's Act          September 14th   The Wife 

May 11th A Star is Born            October 19th    Green Card 

June 15th  First Man             November  16th  The Favourite 

July  20th  Bohemian Rhapsody          December  7th    Stan and Ollie in 

August 31st   Swimming with men    the Christmas double bill 

Your Village Hall needs you! 

Following our committee meeting this week where we discussed the committee 

member numbers, we now find that by our AGM in August we shall be without a 

secretary and a treasurer and  will be left with only  6 members on our committee. 

We are therefore appealing to anyone would like to join our committee and come 

with an idea or two and a willingness to help us provide a safe and useful venue for 

the use of the village and to help us raise  money to keep the hall in a good 

condition. 

For further information please contact Bev Kearns  424430  

thrussingtonvh@gmail.com 

Thank you! 



 6 

 Queni     
    Cabs ADVANCE  BOOKINGS 

4 – 8 Seaters 

Lady Driver Available 
Wheelchair – Child Seats – Boosters on Request 

Airports from: 
 

East Midlands   £37 
 
Birmingham   £55 
 
Luton      £90 
 

   0116    260 2832 
 

    Mobile: 07771577727 
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Village Hall diary 

April 2019  

EVENT TIME DATES CONTACT 

Beavers and Cubs 6 - 7pm Wed 3 & 10th 

Kelly Scott 

kelandstu@hotmail.com 

Brownies 6.00 – 7.15 pm Tues 2, 9 & 30th 
Fiona Bashford 

07850 484007 

Cinema evening 
7.30pm Sat 20th 

Bev Kearns 

Children’s Act 424430 

Local history 7.45pm Thurs 25th 
Mike Harrison 

424527 

Over 50s coffee 
morning 

10.30 – 12.00am Wed 3 & 17th 
Bev Kearns 

424430 

Parish Council 7.30pm Tues 16th 
Helen Chadwick  

07827 785836 

Retired Persons 
Lunch 

12 noon for 
12.30pm 

Sat 6 and Sun 7th 
Bev Kearns 

424430 

Watercolour class 1.00 - 3.30pm  Mon 1 & 8th  
Sue Blaxford 

07793 013753 

WI 7.30pm Thurs  11th 
Sue Bradshaw 

424663 

Yoga   10.30am  Mon 1 & 8th 

Yoga   7pm Mon 1, 8 & 12th 

Yoga 9am Tues 5th 

Yoga 8am—10am 
Mon 1, Thurs 14, 21 

& 28th 
Sun Power 

Barbara Philpot  
07793 013753   
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Village People 
 
A new series written by Simon Wells.  A profile of a 
Villager—this month we start with Jo Meacock…of 
Thrussington’s Village Store, the PTFA and more  
besides... 

 
 
I ended up in Thrussington because… 

We wanted our own business that allowed us to 
be close to family and raise one of our own, too. 

On the way here, my detours included… 

I am a Londoner, born and bred. Ben and I both lived and worked there for 30 
years and loved it - until our first son, Archie, came along and then it was time 
for a new chapter. 

My favourite place in the village is… 

Walking through the fields at the end of Back Lane with the boys or out on The 
Green. 

If the end of the world was 15 minutes away, I would… 

Grab Ben and the boys and hug them hard. 

A song that makes me dance…Valerie by Amy Winehouse. 

…and cry…Wires by Athlete. 

…and sing along...Oh, hundreds. I love a good sing song.  At the moment it’s 
Paloma Faith’s album, The Architect. 

Recommend a film…About Time, recommended by one of our favourite cus-
tomers. 

…and a book…The Bronze Horseman, Paullina Simons. 

Something that is always in the fridge…milk for tea, wine and lots of chutney 
samples. 

One moment when I thought life couldn’t get any better was…On our wed-
ding day, we took my Aunty Sally’s advice and sneaked away for a few minutes 
to just take it all in and savour the moment.  We sat on a bench outside Ben’s 
Mum and Dad’s house in Swaledale and looked down the dale at the field that 
we used for the reception as our guests partied.                                 (Contd. on p11) 
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From p9… 

A secret thing about me is…Ask my youngest son, Fred, He’d be delighted to 
tell you all my secrets! 

If my house was on fire and I could rescue one possession…After the boys, it 
would be a memory box full of old photos, letters, cards and bits and bobs from 
years gone by. 

My friends describe me as…A woman who needs to learn to say no. But hope-
fully also as a loyal friend who cares about others. 

A person I identify with is…My Mum raised me to work hard and play hard and 
never to call in sick with a hangover. My sister, Sarah, taught me to be tougher 
than I ever thought I could be, too.   

Three things I do when I have spare time are…What’s spare time? 

My useless skill is…I can turn a crisp packet into a nice, neat triangle. 

Does it bother you that there is no rhyme for orange? No, but of course I am 
now trying to find a word that rhymes with orange. 

And, finally, some words of wisdom…Just try and be lovely! 

 
Thanks to Jo.  If you would like to nominate a ‘Village Person’, please contact  
Simon at simon@paperchasepr.co.uk  

 
 
 

Thrussington Local History Society 

Thursday 25th April 7.45pm 

 

Dr. Simon Pawley 

Parish Registers and Parish Chests 
 

Non – members always welcome (Fee £2) 

For more details contact Mike Harrison (424527) 
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11th FUN RUN 

 

The weather was kinder to us this year at the 11th Fun Run in  

Thrussington held on Saturday 9th March.  271 runners had entered and were in 

for a treat!  The course was in great shape, marked out brightly in red and white 

tape kindly  

donated by Buildbase of Syston. Haybales and streams providing a challenging 

and exciting race for ages from 2 years to twilight years, those new to running 

and seasoned runners too.  

Our sponsors this year: HCC Tokio Marine Insurance, Charles Bentley & Son, 

Raylec Electrical Installations Limited, Bentons Estate Agents and Manor Farm 

and the Rudkin Family gave generously to help with the costs of running the 

event.  This meant that all the money raised, around £2000 will be split equally 

between our two charities: Thrussington PTFA and Jac Bach Children’s charity 

(a charity helping children with life changing illnesses). But the main reason for 

the event remains the same - the opportunity for so many people, particularly 

children to take on the challenge and have fun.  

The crowd and marshals cheered on our worthy competitors and the  

atmosphere was just amazing! A medal and sweets awaited those who had 

completed the challenge and didn’t they deserve it - a bit tired and muddy, but 

a great sense of achievement! Well done!  Up at the village hall, pasties,  

sausage rolls kindly donated by Ginsters, cake and cups of tea were a welcome 

sight and were consumed enthusiastically while trophies were handed to our 

deserving winners!  

Making sure that everyone enjoys the day requires a huge team of people to get 

things ready and to make sure things run smoothly. We are incredibly lucky to 

have such a great sense of community in Thrussington and offers of help to 

marshal, set up, serve teas and bake cakes came rolling in from the village and 

also further afield; people keen to be involved in what has become over the 

years ‘a date to be put in the diary!’   

Thank you to everyone who helped out, the event simply cannot happen  

without you.  Anna Harrison 
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Many congratulations to our winners this year:  
 
1st Female – Pre-school -  Chloe Harrison  
1st Male – Pre-school  Clark Power 
1st Male – (affiliated) Reception to Year 2 – Sidney Hodgetts 
1st Female (affiliated) Reception to Year 2 – Abigail Puttman 
1st Male (unaffiliated) Reception to Year 2 – Charlie Atkins 
1st Female (unaffiliated) Reception to Year 2 – Aimee Walczak 
 

Race 2 
1st Male (affiliated) Years 3 to 4 -Samer Stanley 
1st Female (affiliated) Years 3 to 4 -Sian Evans 
1st Male (unaffiliated) Years 3 to 4- Jacob Duncombe 
1st Female (unaffiliated) Years 3 to 4 -Grace Hatherley 
 

Race 3  
1st Male (affiliated) Years 5 to 6 – Seamus Conlon 
1st Female (affiliated) Years 5 to 6 – Eloise Geary 
1st Male (unaffiliated) Years 5 to 6 – Josh Hatherley 
1st Female (unaffiliated) Years 5 to 6 – Eloise Rowlinson-Patel 
 

Race 4 
1st Male (affiliated) Years 7 to 9 – Ash Butler 
1st Female (affiliated) Years 7 to 9 – Harry Lethbridge 
1st Male (unaffiliated) Years 7 to 9 – Alex Ryves 
1st Female (unaffiliated) Years 7 to 9 – Careen Blair 
1st Female (affiliated) Years 10 to 17 – Peta Jarvis 
1st Male (unaffiliated) Years 10 to 17 – Toby Tailby  
 

Race 5 
1st Male (affiliated) Adult – Nathaniel Walker 
1st Male (unaffiliated) Adult – James Bentley 
1st Female (unaffiliated) Adult – Joanna Harrison 
1st Male Vet 50 (affiliated) Adult – Paul Cherry 
1st Female Vet 50 (affiliated) Adult – Tracey Moore 
1st Male Vet 50 (unaffiliated) Adult – Martin James 
 

Team/Family trophies: 
Affiliated – Too fast for these shoes 
Unaffiliated – Duncombes 
 

School Trophies  
Race 1 – Thrussington Church of England Primary School 
Race 2 – Thrussington Church of England Primary School 
Race 3  - Langham Church of England Primary School 
Race 4 – Wreake Valley Academy, Syston 

Turn to next page for  
photos of the event! 

If you baked a cake or tasty treat  
For runners at the race to eat 
We'd like to say thank you to you 
Helping raise money for Jac Bach 
and the School too! 
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All images are  
courtesy of  
Lionel Heap—more 
photos on p19 
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A L B E R T  F R E N C H 

& SON LIMITED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS 

Rearsby, Leicester 

01664 424226 
Bathroom Installations,  

Central Heating Installations and Repairs 
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Paul Mitchell and Wella approved salon 

 
UNISEX SALON 

 

Full head mesh / foils from £65.00 incl. blow dry 
Half head mesh / foils from 52.00 incl. blow dry 

 Gents hair only £8.00 
  Clipper cut - £6.50 

 
   

EAR PIERCING - £15.00 
includes gold studs and  

aftercare 

 
Late opening Thursday and Friday evenings  

01664 424802 
40 THE GREEN THRUSSINGTON       

Senior Citizen 
Rates 

Tuesday, 
Wednesday & 

Thursday 

 

Appointments 
not always 
necessary 
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APRIL’S FILM 

The Children’s Act 

THRUSSINGTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

SAT 20th APRIL 7:30pm 
 

Tickets £4.50 per person available on the door  
Bring your own drink and nibbles 
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More Fun Run photos… 
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Just 4 Fun 
Can you work out what the initials stand for using the  
numerical clue? This type of puzzle is called a Ditloid. 

Last months answers: 747 Jumbo Jet; 60 Seconds in a Minute; 7 Players in a Netball 
Team; 1215 Signing of the Magna Carta; 10 Green Bottles Hanging on the Wall; 3 Men in 
a Boat; 206 Bones in the Human Body; 14 Lines in a Sonnet; 57 Heinz Varieties; 2 Peas in 
a Pod. 

366 D in a L Y 

8 P in the S S 

32 P in a C S 

66 B in the B 

1066 B of H 

20 T in the P L 

10 D S 

1001 A N 

12 S of the Z 

1666 G F of L 
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Churchwarden’s notes 

The year is whizzing  away,  April already and things are starting to ‘busy up’ !  

We celebrate the Easter Festival on Sunday April 21st  - late this year, a   

profound and happy occasion  when we acknowledge the climax of our belief. 

This follows on from Good Friday (19th) when the story is subdued, when we 

think about his death upon the cross and before that Palm Sunday (14th)  and 

the entry into Jerusalem . The week following that is known as ‘Holy Week’ when 

we trace the story as Jesus goes towards his death and resurrection. 

Each year we have celebrated Good Friday in our church with the reading of the 

Passion story, the story of Jesus’s last day.  For many years it was it was from the 

three Gospels alternating,  but we were then told that it should be from St John’s 

gospel on Good Friday, so we changed it.   Now this year, for the greater good of 

the Fosse Team, it is being held in Rearsby church, when it is hoped that there 

will be a larger congregation. 

Turning to financial matters, we are now budgeting for the year 2020, and have 

been asked to increase our ‘offer’ by between 5% and 15%.  This year saw the 

last of the previous money from the Funding Campaign being used up.  We are 

therefore reliant on the good nature of our ‘regular’ contributors to increase 

their SO or at least to continue their existing one. We have been lucky, in that 

the numbers giving have remained reasonably static, but we are all getting  

older!  Last year over £600 per month was given by some 40 people; our average 

congregation is 15 or 16 people.  We therefore rely on our friends in the village to 

support us. Another Funding Campaign is due later this year so we will see what 

this will bring in. 

Our expense estimates include: Insurance £2,000;  Light and heating £2,000;  

Vicars and admin expenses £1,200; Repairs and maintenance £1000;  mowing 

the church yard £600 and then there is the Parish Share (our contribution to  

Diocesan expenses) now called an Offer of £9,240 (10% increase).  Last year we 

offered £8,400 towards the Teams offer of £118,500. 
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Our current funds are earmarked for repairs and refurbishment of the Plaster 

work in church, estimated at between £10-15,000. So, we can’t squeeze more 

out. 

I reported last month that the Team Vicar Rev Lee was looking at the position 

regarding the parishes and how do we best operate with Mary only being part -

time. There are various meetings coming up and he will be suggesting ideas  to 

the PCC’s – watch this space !! 

The Church AGM is on the 14th April, held in the Church after the BCP service 

(approx. 10.45am). Please come along and voice your opinions and vote for the 

churchwardens and PCC members for the forthcoming year. 

But whatever happens I know that the church in this place will survive, and with 

your continued support we will come through what appears, currently, to be a 

real challenge for us all. 

Fear knocked at the door - Faith answered - No-one was there 

 
God Bless 
 
Reg Morgan  
Churchwarden 
9 Back Lane (01664 424540) 

                    
 
 

The one with the right advice …. is closer than you think 
Expert knowledge and advice on a wide range of legal matters 

▪  Litigation/Dispute Resolution  ▪  Property       

▪  Family/Divorce/Children   ▪  Wills/Probate/Trusts 

▪  Personal Injury    ▪  Powers of Attorney       

▪  Criminal Law       ▪  Employment     

We’re just a phone call away, so get in touch today: 0116 242 6010 
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Model Railway Club homeless 
Syston Model Railway Society are urgently looking for a new home after a recent  

electrical and safety inspection found the current club rooms  dangerous and unsafe. The 

Club organise a very popular model railway exhibition currently in Sileby.  In the last 8 

years nearly £3000 has also been raised for local charities.  A space of 1200sq feet is 

required, insulated and secure, with electrics, access  to water and a toilet.   
 

Please contact CHRIS LEACH on 01162 605760  if you think you might be able to help. 

Church Services 
Held at Holy Trinity Church, Thrussington unless otherwise stated 

Date Service 

Sunday 7th April  9.30am  Morning Praise  

6.30pm Songs of Praise at Rearsby  

Sunday 14th April Palm Sunday,  9.30am  BCP Holy Communion 

6.30pm Evening Reflection at Rearsby 

Saturday 20th April Holy Saturday  9pm, Easter Vigil at Thurmaston  

Sunday 21st April Easter Sunday,  9.30am  Family Communion 

6.30pm, Holy Communion at Rearsby 

Sunday 28th April 9.30am  Holy Communion 

    

Other Easter Services   

Monday Compline with an address 7.30pm  

Tuesday Compline with an address 7.30pm at Rearsby 

Wednesday Compline with an address 7.30pm at Ratcliffe  

Maunday Thursday 7.30pm Liturgy at Syston   (including foot washing, stripping 
the alter and vigil until midnight).  

10.30am to 12.30pm at Syston 

12noon to 3pm at East Goscote 

6pm at Barkby  

Good Friday  

Children’s Work-
shops     
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Welcome to William Hercock Builders Merchants – the areas leading 

supplier of Building, Timber and Landscaping products. From our 4 

acre site on the outskirts of Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, and now 

from our new depot in Birstall, Leicester, we continue to offer an 

extensive range of Building Products for all of your needs as a 

tradesmen, DIY enthusiast or self builder. 

 Birstall Depot, 285 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicestershire. LE4 4DJ 

Call: 01162 676716, Fax: 01162 676844 or email us at 

sales@williamhercock.co.uk 

Now OPEN  
OUR NEW BRANCH DEPOT at: 

285 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4DJ 
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Hoby and District Local History Society Events – 2019 
 
 

Metal detecting in the Upper Wreake:  
Insights from detailed recording by Phil Harding 

Hoby & District Village Hall (LE14 3DT),  
Wednesday 15th May, 7.30pm 

 

 
 

Phil has been metal detecting in Leicestershire for almost 30 years, working the 

fields alone and supporting formal archaeological investigations.  He has  

recorded 2,700 objects on the Portable Antiquities Scheme database, with the 

greatest possible detail captured for everything.  In this talk, examples will be  

given of spatial and temporal analysis to demonstrate the insights that thorough 

recording of finds can bring.  These include evidence for shifting settlement  

patterns, changing activity over time, and some special objects with their own 

story to tell.  
 

Phil’s background is in Biology and he retired from the Environment Agency 2 

years ago after 40 years as a professional scientist.  However, over the years  

metal detecting has drawn him into a deep fascination and involvement with  

Archaeology. 

 

All are welcome, the price for non members is £2.00 (pay on door).  

For further information contact:  

Diane 01664 434422 / secretary@hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk 

www.hobyanddistricthistory.co.uk 
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  Bi-fold Doors 
 uPVC 
 Aluminum 
 Repairs 

 

  Windows 
         Doors 

 Conservatories 
 Lantern Roofs 

We provide a completely bespoke service to suit your individual  
requirements. We carefully design and manufacture your individual 
doors in the UK using experienced craftsmanship and computer 
controlled accuracy.  

 
Installers fit your windows and doors with the peace of mind that all 
parts of the product, including handles and hinges, are high quality, 
reliable and designed to work together.  

0116 2665088 
leicesterwindowsupplies.co.uk     midlandbifolds.co.uk 

 

Showroom address:  
1309 Melton Road 
Syston 
Leicester 
LE7 2EN 
 

29 Wreake Drive, Rearsby, Leicester, LE7 4YZ 



 33 

WI Report 
 

March is a busy month for the WI and this year is no exception.  Four members 

attended the Annual Council Meeting on 9th March at Leicester Grammar 

School.  Unfortunately air vents had been left open and the strong winds blew 

directly onto the audience.  Many of us shivered through the first half.  We had 

one brilliant speaker in the morning, on Trinity House Lighthouses,  and one who 

whose talk, on her adventure to South America to discover the source of a river, 

was muddled and, sadly, less entertaining.  Finally we were released for our lunch 

break and then returned to find the air vents had been closed - so the hall became 

almost too hot!   

After certificates and trophies had been handed out, we had an impressive 

presentation from three women from the Army, Navy and Royal Air Force, and 

then our main speaker, Giles Brandreth took to the stage.  He was wonderful - 

funny, irreverent, name dropping like mad.  His talk was on language and he 

emphasised the importance of using language correctly, enunciating clearly, and 

had the audience's full agreement when he commented that the mumbling of 

actors and presenters on TV meant he resorted to using subtitles a lot of the 

time!  A great finale for the day. 

The speaker at our March meeting was Rachel Lundy whose talk was “Cycling 

Across America”.  What an inspiring person and what an experience.  Rachel 

wanted a change in her life and came across an advert from an American girl, 

Jenn, who wanted companions for a cycling trip across the States from Boston to 

Seattle.  She signed up for it and in due course left her job and joined 8 strangers 

in Boston for the 12 week adventure, (May - Aug 2016). There were 6 men and 3 

women.  Rachel had trained for the challenge, but others had not and some of 

the group bailed out before the end.  It was a hard and sometimes scary slog, 

through bad weather, extreme heat, forest fires, grizzly bears, not to mention 

health problems, and the occasional accident.  But the amazing scenery, the kind 

people they met, who offered accommodation and meals, and the sheer 

exhilaration of reaching the Pacific Ocean, made it all worth while, even though it 

cost Rachel about £4000.  An uplifting talk. 

 

Next Meeting:  11th April ,  7.30 pm, Village Hall 

Speaker: Anne & Eddie Guest - “Up the Amazon” 
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Your local Pharmacist says: 
“Tired Of Queuing For Your Prescriptions?” 

 

  
 

Join our Free Prescription Collection Service and let us relieve you of the monthly or bi
-monthly headache of ordering your regular, repeat medicines from your GP at East 

Goscote or at Syston Health Centre 
 
         * Free parking at East Goscote shopping precinct. 
          
       * Avoid parking charges at Syston Health Centre. 

 
         * We can liaise between you, your carer, or your relative  
        and the GP to sort out medication problems. 

 
 Remember to qualify for your personalised Prescription Collection service you must 

register with us. Ask for details at the Pharmacy 
 

 East Goscote Pharmacy, 10, Merchants Common 
East Goscote  Tel: 0116 2606734 

Thrussington Ramblers 

 

We meet on the Green at 10am and car share to the starting point.  
The walks are usually 4/5 miles and are followed by an optional pub lunch. 
 
 
Everyone is welcome—come and join us! 
 

Dates for next walks: 

Saturday 6th April  

Saturday 20th April 
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