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Front Cover  Winning Fun Run Poster—Tim Jasper
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Welcome to the  September of Thrussington LifeWelcome to the  February Edition of Thrussington Life

The New Year has begun but unfortunately  has started
with the very sad news of the death of Alan Heath. As can be
seen elsewhere in the magazine Alan did a hughe amount
for the Village including being editor of Thrussington Life
for many years. I always enjoyed his sense of humour which
shone through and it was a pleasure meeting with him—a
great loss. Our thoughts are with Janet and the rest of his
family.

As you can see from  the front cover the children at the
School engaged in the Fun Run Poster competition, The real
challenge was choosing a winner as there was tremendous
variety, the winners were announced at the School play in
December and awards were given by the Thrussington Life
new editor Fiona Bashford (photos in page 6)

After 5 years of having the privilege of editing
Thrussington Life, I am somewhat sad to be passing control
over but next month Fiona who has volunteered to pick to the
reins.  I am sure some of you already know but we have
decided to move down to Suffolk to be closer to our family
but as you can imagine after living in Thrussington for 42
years it will be a huge wrench.

Ed The retiring Editor

Thrussington Art Group

We meet on Mondays, during term time, in Thrussington Village Hall from 1.00—3.30pm, to
paint in a variety of media.
We enjoy the chance to work in the company of a small friendly group that offers
encouragement and support for each other. Sometimes we have input from a professional
artist to challenge us and progress our skills.

If you enjoy painting and would like to join us, please contact

Sue Blaxland
on: 07900 448910
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ANNUAL PARISH LITTER PICK

We will be having our annual parish litter picking session on Saturday, 23rd Febru-
ary 2019 and are asking for volunteers to help us. If you are willing to help,

please contact the Parish Chairman, Tom Prior on 07751 436068 or via the
Facebook event page. Charnwood Borough Council supplies the grabbers and

bags and collects them afterwards, but please bring suitable gloves. We start at
9 am and will meet outside the shop.

The Parish Clerk, Helen Chadwick, is available on 07827 785836 or hel-
en@edenvirtualassistant.co.uk

Councillors pay tribute to a ‘true community
champion’ following the death of former Chairman,

Alan Heath.
Mr Heath served for
over 40 years as a
councillor and then
chairman of
Thrussington Parish
Council until his
retirement in May
2015.  His wife, Janet,
also served as clerk to
the Parish Council
until her retirement,
also in May 2015.
The couple were an
invaluable part of the
Parish with their

insight, knowledge and passion for making Thrussington a better
place to live.
Councillor Tom Prior, chairman of the parish council, said that he
was saddened to hear the news that Alan had passed away on
Sunday 20th January and sent his thoughts and love to Alan’s family,
who can be very proud of all he did and achieved.  From all those
serving on the Parish Council and from the Village, Alan will be
missed as a friend and for all his hard work and commitment to the
Parish.
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Fun Run Poster Competition Winners

Runner Up Katie Donaghey Runner Up Arthur Overend

Runner Up Jack All the Winners with the new Editor
of Thrussington Life—

Fiona  Bashford
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Thrussington Fun Run
on Saturday 9th March 2019

Entries open 8 January 2019

For those of you who may not be familiar with the Fun Run, it is a race by
all age groups in a field to the rear of the Star Inn. Runners negotiate

streams, hay bales and often a bit of mud to race to the finish line.
The afternoon completes with a good cuppa tea, a pasty and a cake availa-

ble up at the village hall where the winners are announced.
Last years we had 320 entrants.

How do I enter? Forms can be downloaded from 8 January 2019 at:
www.thrussingtonfunrun.co.uk

Or grab a form at the Thrussington Store
Fill it in and either post it in the box at the shop or to me at 10, Rearsby Road

It costs £5 and everyone who finishes gets a medal and post race treats.
We are also having a raffle with a first prize of £100.

Raffle tickets shortly available at the shop or by order on your entry form.
Entries close Wednesday 6th March 2019 - No entries on the day

All proceeds split between Thrussington PTFA and Jac Bach Children’s Charity

Got the bug? – Frisby Fun Run – 30 March 2019 and
Queniborough Fun Run – 6 April 2019.

Applications for all three fun runs open 8 January 2019

I will be contacting all those who offered to help last time but if you
didn’t help last year and fancied volunteering at one of Thrussing-
ton’s most iconic events, I would greatly appreciate it if you could
please drop me a text on 07894447123, or leave your name and con-
tact details at the shop so that I can contact you.

Thank you.    Anna Harrison
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
The start of a new year in the hall and quite a busy year for bookings for the

first half of the year so if you are liable to want to use the hall please contact me
sooner rather than later,

At our meeting later this week we will be deciding on a programme of repairs
for the hall and events that that committee will be hosting.

If using the hall please remember to switch off the heating when finished and
make sure that all lights are switched off including the back room behind the stage.
It has been noted that the back room is in a mess at the moment so that will be our
first job as items are over the floor and cupboards have been left open.

We will be carrying on with our cinema evenings as follows\;

February 9th King of Thieves
March 9th Chesil Beach
April20th Children’s Act
May 11th Star is born (This may be changed)
June  15th First Man

I am now sorting dates and films for the second part of the year so any
suggestions please let me know.

Thanks
Bev Kearns 424430, thrussingtonvh@gmail.com

Thrussington History Society
7.45pm Thursday 28th February

Richard Foster
Talk on the history of  Leicester Prisons

Non-members always welcome (Fee £2)
For more details contact Mike Harrison (424527)



10

Queni
CabsADVANCE  BOOKINGS

4 – 8 Seaters

Lady Driver Available
Wheelchair – Child Seats – Boosters on Request

Airports from:
East Midlands £37

Birmingham £55

Luton £90

0116 260 2832
Mobile: 07771577727
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VILLAGE HALL DIARY

The one with the right advice …. is closer than you think
Expert knowledge and advice on a wide range of legal matters

▪ Litigation/Dispute Resolution ▪ Property
▪ Family/Divorce/Children ▪ Wills/Probate/Trusts
▪ Personal Injury ▪ Powers of Attorney
▪ Criminal Law ▪ Employment

We’re just a phone call away, so get in touch today,
on Leicester 242 6010
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HAIR STUDIO
UNISEX SALON

Full head of highlighting mesh / foils
- from £56.00 including blow dry

Gents hair only £8.00
Clipper cut - £6.50

EAR PIERCING - £15.00
includes gold studs and aftercare

Paul Mitchell and Wella approved salon
Late opening Thursday and Friday evenings

01664 424802
40 THE GREEN, THRUSSINGTON
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Can you work out what the initials
stand for using the numerical clue?

For example the answer to no.1 is
24 Hours in a Day!

Just 4 Fun

24 H in a D

20,000 L under the S
5 V in the A
13 a B D

52 C in a P
220 Y in a F
24 B B in a P

2001 S O
18 H on a G C
4 S on a V
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Local Police Beat Team Crime
Prevention Advice:

What to do if you’re a victim of Crime:
If you unfortunately happen to be the victim of a crime please
consider whether it’s appropriate to call us on our emergency
number 999. This may be appropriate if:
Life is in danger or someone is seriously injured

Someone is using violence or there is an immediate threat of violence
A crime is in progress or an offender has been disturbed at the scene
Serious damage to property is being caused or could be caused
A road traffic collision has happened and someone is hurt or there is a danger to other road
users
An immediate police response is necessary

If this is not the case and Police are not immediately required please call our non-
emergency number 101 or consider using our new online reporting tool on our force website.
https://leics.police.uk/report-online

The online reporting tool will allow you to report anything that you would normally be
able to report over the phone including safeguarding issues, vehicle issues or civil problems.
It may also recommend you to another agency if they are better suited to deal with the
issues. For example it may recommend the RSPCA for Animal problems.

Once issues are reported to us we can begin to take steps to resolve them. Please
do not assume others will report things if you’re having an issues please let us know. Even
something minor may be part of a bigger picture.

For the latest information on crime in your area please visit:
www.police.uk/leicestershire/NL61
Follow us on Twitter @CharnwoodPolice.
Facebook: Charnwood Police

Contact details
PCSO Matt Harburt – 6001
You can contact the police on 101 or 999 in an emergency.

A L B E R T  F R E N C H
& SON LIMITED

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS
Rearsby, Leicester
01664 424226

Bathroom Installations,
Central Heating Installations and Repairs
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Thrussington Golf
Scraptoft Friday 4th January 2019

It was a welcome change to complete our mid-winter event, having missed the last
two through bad weather. After a frosty night, and with the air temperature still
hovering around zero degrees, eleven hardy, or should I say foolhardy players, set
out on the Scraptoft course fortified by the customary bacon sandwich and coffee.
Suitably attired in an eclectic mix of warm clothing and headwear that even Cap-
tain Scott would have been proud of.

Winter golfing is not for the faint hearted as conditions reduce ball flight and fair-
way roll so over clubbing is essential (not 18-30).  The reward is the fresh air, ex-
ercise, and the red glowing faces in the clubhouse afterwards. The course faired
well under the conditions, apart from the frozen ponds. My misdirected approach
to the 13th green glided gracefully, for 40 yards, “Torvill & Dean” style, across the
greenside water.

One bright moment occurred when a magnificent drive by Foxes legend Steve
Walsh from the 5th tee, landed 20 yards from our group. Unfortunately for Steve
we were on the 7th fairway! We are all human. Luckily my new City beany hat
broke the ice (sorry), a quick chat and good luck with his recovery shot and all was
well.
There were also reports of a buzzard on the 17th hole. I am not quite sure if this is
another golfing score as part of the new golf rules introduced by the R&A (birdie,
eagle, albatross, etc.) or just me being a blockhead. Putting up with the flagstick
still in place felt very strange.

In spite of the difficult conditions some remarkable scores were recorded. Our
eventual winner was DAVID GAMBLE with a magnificent 39 points, JONATHON
WADE was our runner up with 34 points

It is now time to take a short break to allow the Arctic Maritime and Polar Conti-
nental winds and weather to do their worst such that at the end of March or early
April we can begin our quests again.

If you are interested in joining us in the future contact me as below.

Barry Sandilands

01664424457
barry.sandilands@btinternet.com
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A Letter From Our MP Edward Argar
“There’s certainly never a dull day in politics at the moment, and the Christmas
break already feels like a long time ago, but it’s always great to get back home
from the bubble of Westminster to the calm and common sense of Leicestershire,
and to visit villages like Thrussington, to meet constituents, and discuss and focus
on what really matters to them as they go about daily life.

As readers of Thrussington Life will know, one of the things I enjoy most is visiting
our excellent local schools and engaging with young people about my work as an
MP, the importance of democracy, and the value of politics in everyday life. With
that in mind, I am really looking forward to being back at Thrussington Church of
England Primary School once again for another visit that is being arranged for me
to chat to the Key Stage 2 children about what I do as an MP. As always, I am
sure the children will have some interesting and challenging questions for me – it’s
normally as lively as Prime Ministers Question time, with a higher quality of
question!

I think it is vitally important to teach our children about our democracy and its
values – the importance of the rule of law, the values and respect for others that
underpin our democracy, and the ability to have a say in what affects you, your
family and your local community. We must always ensure that our children know
and understand that their voice matters and urge them to engage in politics, at
whatever level, to achieve change. In 2018, some of the most inspiring and
heartfelt messages I received came from primary and secondary school children
when I visited schools or they visited Parliament – many of whom expressed
concern about climate change, our environment and what the Government is
doing about it. It is very easy for people to say that the next generation is
disengaged or unwilling to get involved – that’s not what I see in our local schools,
and I believe we can be positive about the contribution the next generation will
make to our country’s future.

As always, I am also looking forward to catching up with the Headteacher to get
an update on the school’s current bid to the Condition Improvement Fund (CIF) for
a hall complete with a multi-use facility, which will provide space for school
lunches, delivering curriculum based collective worship, accommodating events
and indoor PE facilities, to add to the impressive recent new classroom block that
the school secured funding for to accommodate rising demand for places. As
Thrussington’s MP, I added my strong support to the school’s funding application
when it was submitted, and wish the school the very best in its bid and for the
future which I am sure will see it continue to provide a first-class education to local
children.

As ever, if you feel that I can be of any assistance to you as your MP, or if you
want to invite me to a community event, please do feel to get in touch with me by
emailing edward.argar.mp@parliament.uk or by writing to me at: Edward Argar
MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.”
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Welcome to William Hercock Builders Merchants – the areas leading
supplier of Building, Timber and Landscaping products. From our 4 acre
site on the outskirts of Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, and now from
our new depot in Birstall, Leicester, we continue to offer an extensive
range of Building Products for all of your needs as a tradesmen, DIY
enthusiast or self builder.

Birstall Depot, 285 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicestershire. LE4 4DJ
Call: 01162 676716, Fax: 01162 676844 or email us at
sales@williamhercock.co.uk

Now OPEN
OUR NEW BRANCH DEPOT at:

285 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4DJ
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Its been a big disappointment that we have not had one person step forward
to offer a couple of hours 4 times a year to help run the Scout group from previous
help cries.

The group has to put an exec committee in place now – this is so they conform to
the Scouts POR (Policy Organisation Rules) and Charity Commission.

1st Rearsby Scouts can no longer carry on without these key roles filled, the group
has been entertaining young and old for over 50 years with life changing
experiences and skills.  They need immediate help to survive.

The following volunteers need to be in place by end of February 2019,

Secretary
Chairperson
2 x committee members       (each member will need to attend 4 meetings a

year)

If they do not get 4, just 4 volunteers and get them in place by February they will
be forced to close.

The current members of the group are desperate to continue. So can you, a
relative, neighbour or friend, step forward?  They have parents who has taken on
the role of treasurer so just 4 adults to find

The group has a bright future with the right people.  The surrounding groups are
full and any new member enquiries are being directed to Rearsby to ensure
growth. If Rearsby closes, they cannot even offer current members a place in the
surrounding area.

Please help keep the life long skills young people learn from being in Scouting, to
continue - they require just 4 people to give up 4 evenings a year to ensure this
happens.

Please help…….

Enquiries to Paul on dc@charnwoodscouts.org.uk

1st Rearsby Scouts
In fear of closure

Volunteers
Required
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 Bi-fold Doors
 uPVC
 Aluminum
 Repairs

 Windows
 Doors
 Conservatories
 Lantern Roofs

We provide a completely bespoke service to suit your individual re-
quirements. We carefully design and manufacture your individual doors

in the UK using experienced craftsmanship and computer-controlled
accuracy. Installers fit your windows and doors with the peace of mind

that all parts of the product, including handles and hinges, are high
quality, reliable and designed to work together

0116 2665088
www.leicesterwindowsupplies.co.uk www.midlandbifolds.co.uk

Showroom address:
1309 Melton Road
Syston
Leicester
LE7 2EN

29 Wreake Drive, Rearsby, Leicester, LE7 4YZ
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W.I Report-10 JANUARY 2019
Sue Bradshaw welcomed us to the first meeting of 2019.  The December Minutes
recorded a successful and enjoyable Christmas party, with delicious food supplied
by members and plenty to drink.  The annual subscription of £42 was duly paid by
members on arrival.  Names of members wishing to attend the Group Meeting at
Burton Lazars on Thursday 21 March were taken. The £6 ticket fee is to be
collected at the February meeting, when we will all also be asked to donate £1
each to the ACWW fund.

Our speaker was Jo Colby who gave us a fascinating and detailed talk (of which
this report is only a précis!) on the personal and business life of Laura Ashley, (neé
Mountney). Although her Welsh parents lived in London, her mother returned
home for Laura's birth on 7 September 1925 at her grandmother's home in
Dowlais, Merthyr Tydfil.  Her grandparents were old fashioned and Laura learnt
many handicraft skills from her grandmother.  She was educated first in Merthyr
Tydfil and then in Croydon, greater London.  During the war she was evacuated
back to Wales and attended a secretarial college.  When she left there she joined
the WRENS, and met Bernard Ashley at a youth club in London.  He served with
the Gurkhas in India after the war and they married in 1949.  She worked as a
secretary for the Handicrafts Department of the NFWI in London and the inspiration
to start producing her own printed fabric came from a WI display of traditional
handicrafts at the V&A Museum.  Bernard (an engineer) designed a flat bed
printing machine, and, working from home, Laura began designing and printing
table mats, tea towels and scarves.  When one of the latter was worn by Audrey
Hepburn in Roman Holiday, Laura's fame took off.  Her clothing fashions were
based on simple Victorian smock designs, using her own cotton printed fabrics.
The business became hugely successful.  The Ashleys lived first in London, then in
Kent, Surrey and Sussex before moving back to Wales, finally settling in Carno.
They had four children who in time all became involved in the business and the
success of the company meant that Laura and Bernard could afford houses in
France, Brussels and the Bahamas.  However, the business became too big for
Laura and she disappeared for 6 months, eventually being discovered in a
convent, when she phoned a childhood friend with the request: “Teach me to swim,
Margaret”. Just after her 60th birthday in 1985, Laura fell down the stairs at her
daughter's home in the Cotswolds and died, ten days later, from a brain
haemorrhage.  Her funeral was at the church in Carno and she is buried in the
churchyard.  Jo told us that there are three clocks above the church door and the
middle one stopped at 2.30, the precise moment Laura's coffin was taken into the
church.

Next Meeting: 14 February 2019 , 7.30 pm, Village Hall
Speaker: David Bell - “Ghosts & Legends of Leics”
Hostesses: Janet Heath & Anne Guest
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CHURCHWARDEN’s NOTES
It doesn’t seem long since we were looking forward to Christ-

mas and now it is behind us, last year and “forgotten”! The Christmas
Market was a success; the Carol Service was well attended but the
Christmas day service was “low” in numbers.   Perhaps that was be-
cause it was so soon after the week-end?

The carol singing around the village raised £300 plus a gener-
ous donation of £60. Well done those who braved the elements!

So, we now turn round and look forward to Easter – late this
year – 21st April – so we have plenty of time to prepare.

The new Team Rector – Canon Lee Francis Dehqani – has not
been seen a lot in this parish yet but he is working with some of the
larger parishes first and is coming the meet with our PCC on the 25th

February. Already there are plans for the Team to work more closely
together for Mothering Sunday and the Holy Week services……
watch this space!

On Sunday 13th January the church celebrated a double Chris-
tening!      Anna Harrison and Laura Whiteside   were both welcomed
in due form as full members of the church family.

So the year goes forward, no doubt with some winter weather to
come?
As the Irish poet said:
May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be always at your back,
may the sun shine warm upon your face, the rains fall soft upon your
fields and  until we meet again may God hold you in the hollow of His
hand.

God Bless
Reg Morgan - Churchwarden                         9, Back Lane (01664
424540)
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Your local Pharmacist says:
“Tired Of Queuing For Your Prescriptions?”

Join our Free Prescription Collection Service and let us relieve you of the monthly or bi
-monthly headache of ordering your regular, repeat medicines from your GP at East

Goscote or at Syston Health Centre

* Free parking at East Goscote shopping precinct.

* Avoid parking charges at Syston Health Centre.

* We can liaise between you, your carer, or your relative
and the GP to sort out medication problems.

Remember to qualify for your personalised Prescription Collection service you must
register with us. Ask for details at the Pharmacy

East Goscote Pharmacy, 10, Merchants Common
East Goscote  Tel: 0116 2606734
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