
Page | 280 

 

THRUSSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Minutes of Thrussington Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17th 
September at 7.30 PM at the Village Hall, Thrussington 

 
 
Present:  
Cllr Tom Prior, Cllr Hainsworth, Cllr Kearns, Cllr Newby, Cllr Johnson, Cllr Poland, Sgt Chris 
Wharton and the clerk. 
 
720/2019 –  Welcome and introduction of new councillors, signing of declaration of 
acceptance of office forms and declaration of business interest forms 

• The Chair welcomed new councillors Newby and Johnson to the meeting, both signed 
their declaration of acceptance forms and declaration of business interest forms. 

 
721/2019 –  Resolution to receive apologies for absence 

• N/A 
 
722/2019 – Resolution to receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda 

• N/A   
 

723/2019 - Public Questions 

• N/A 
 

724/2019 – County/Borough Councillor & Police reports 

• Sgt Wharton reported that he is keen to be more involved in the community and to 
provide support to the neighbourhood with the PC McCafferey, PC Malik, PSCO Harbert 
and PSCO Sangera.  He reported that regular updates will be available via the 
neighbourhood link including crime prevention messages and crime alerts.  It was noted 
that their current priorities are drug issues in Syston and Thurmaston and speeding 
vehicles across the region.  Sgt Wharton reported that crime in Thrussington included 3 
burglaries, one attempted theft of a motor vehicle and one attempted burglary.   

• Cllr Poland reported that has launched Charnwood’s 'Big Switch' offers energy bill 
savings.  Residents in Charnwood are being offered the chance to sign up to the ‘Big 
Switch’ with the possibility of saving more than £240 a year on energy bills.  The 
Borough Council has launched the Charnwood Big Switch, a collective switching 
scheme to help residents change energy suppliers with ease and get a better deal. 
Switching suppliers can be daunting even though people may be paying too much for 
their energy.   By joining the collective switching scheme residents will be able to switch 
suppliers with ease and save money on their bills.  The scheme is delivered by 
Charnwood Borough Council and iChoosr, an independent specialist provider in 
collective energy switching.  Collective switching gives people the opportunity to group 
together and pay less for their energy. Residents can switch electric or dual fuel and can 
choose to have paper bills or to manage their accounts online.  iChoosr hold three 
auctions a year and energy suppliers compete to provide the lowest priced tariff in the 
auction.  It is free for residents to register their interest and registrations for the first 
auction are now open. The first auction for Charnwood will take place on 8 October.  For 
more information about Charnwood Big Switch and to register visit: 
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/charnwoodbigswitch 

• Cllr Poland reported that Charnwood Borough Council has welcomed news that 
Loughborough is in line for up to £25 million of funding to regenerate the town.  The 
announcement on the 6th September by Local Government Secretary Rt Hon Robert 
Jenrick is a massive opportunity for Loughborough.  The Government has revealed that 
100 places around the country will invited to develop proposals for a new generation of 
multi-million-pound Town Deals. It says communities, businesses and local leaders will 
join forces to draw up ambitious plans to transform their town’s economic growth 
prospects with a focus on improved transport, broadband connectivity, skills and culture.  

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/charnwoodbigswitch
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This is fantastic news for Loughborough and the whole of Charnwood as it presents a 
huge opportunity to shape the future of Loughborough for many years to come.  This is a 
significant funding announcement and the borough council will work with residents, 
businesses, partners and other organisations to bring forward proposals which deliver 
major benefits for our communities.  A total of 33 places in the Midlands are among the 
100 pioneers of new Town Deals as part of the Government’s commitment to level up all 
regions by boosting productivity, skills and living standards.  The Government says it will 
soon publish a prospectus to guide towns through the process and set eligibility criteria 
for funding.  Once approved, new Town Deals will improve connectivity, provide vital 
social and cultural infrastructure and boost growth – with communities having a say on 
how the money is spent. Decisions on funding any proposals will be made in due course. 

• Cllr Poland reported that Leicestershire County Council’s energy consumption has been 
cut by 63 per cent thanks to an investment scheme.  Last year, the Council finished 
upgrading 68,000 street lights to LEDs as part of a planned £25 million investment 
programme.  The scheme which is set to save Leicestershire tax payers £2 million a 
year has already seen a reduction in the carbon produced, down from 14,752 tonnes in 
2013/14 to 3,071 tonnes per year - a 78.9  per cent reduction.  This and future 
reductions in carbon emissions will contribute to a commitment to achieve carbon 
neutrality as a council by 2030 following the declaration of a climate emergency on 15 
May 2019.  The work, which began in February 2016, involved replacing existing street 
lights and removing unnecessary highway sign lighting.  The new lights are controlled by 
a central management system. This provides flexibility in how lighting is provided, for 
example enabling those in part-lit areas to be switched back on temporarily during the 
evening to help the emergency services at incident scenes if necessary, or to dim or 
brighten lights if needed.  The annual energy used for 2018/19 was 10.08 million kwh 
(kilowatt) compared to 26.9 million kwh in 2013/14 – a 63 per cent reduction.  The new 
lights are expected to save around £2 million per annum through a combination of 
reduced energy bills and lower maintenance costs, as the reliability of the LED bulbs is 
significantly better that traditional street lights. 

• Cllr Poland reported that the County Council wants to help residents 'recycle right' with 
the launch of a new campaign which focuses on reducing the amount of contamination 
in Leicestershire’s recycling bins.  In caring for the environment, we all want to recycle 
as much as we can, and Leicestershire residents are already recycling just over 45 per 
cent of what they throw away.   However, a number of incorrect items are being put into 
recycling bins, which can prevent good material from being recycled.  Last year, 5,500 
tonnes of material placed in recycling bins in Leicestershire was rejected due to wrongly 
recycled items, such as disposable nappies and food waste  - spoiling good quality, 
recyclable material.  The County Council is now working with district and borough 
councils to improve Leicestershire’s recycling output, and, with the help of clear 
information and advice, wants residents to take responsibility for their own rubbish by 
making sure that the right things are going in the right bins.  For more information on 
what can and can’t be recycled in your recycling bin or bag, visit www.lesswaste.org.uk.   

 
725/2019 – Resolution to approve and sign minutes of the Parish Council meeting of the 
16th July 2019 
The minutes of the meeting were circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting for them to be 
reviewed.  Councillors were reminded to check through the minutes fully before the meeting in 
order to resolve any queries that may arise. 
Resolved:  That the minutes of the July meeting were approved and signed and will be 
uploaded onto the parish website. 
 
726/2019 – Resolution to approve payment of outstanding accounts  
The clerk reported that the bank account had a balance of £11,680.27 and submitted payments 
for authorisation totalling £2,103.14 
Payments for authorisation 

• ATV Contract Service, mowing = £191.24 

• Charnwood Borough Council, election costs = £62.01 

• Thrussington Life, annual donation = £450.00 

• ATV Contract Services, mowing = £191.24 



Page | 282 

 

• Hayes Garden Services, benches = £998.00 

• Helen Chadwick, clerks salary & expenses = £210.65 
Resolved:  Councillors agreed that the payment reported should be authorised and confirmed 
that all payments are now be paid by BACS.   
 
727/2019 – To discuss planning application P/19/1616/2 – erection of agricultural building 
to accommodate livestock at Manor Farm, 40 Ratcliffe Road and agree actions 
A copy of the planning application was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  Councillors 
discussed the application and agreed that they had no objections. 
 
728/2019 – To discuss the request from the Christmas Tree Committee to use the village 
green for the installation of a Christmas tree on the 24th November and the Christmas 
tree light switch on on the 1st December and agree actions 
The clerk reported that she had received a request for a Christmas tree to be installed on the 
village green on the 24th November with a light switch on on the 1st December.  Councillors 
discussed the request and agreed that permission would be given.  It was noted that groups 
that are given permission to use the village green are done so on the basis that they are 
reminded that they should ensure that all rubbish is removed and the area left clear and tidy. 
 
729/2019 – To discuss the condition of the trees on the village green and agree actions 
Cllr Kearns reported that a contractor had carried out a survey of trees on the village green.  It 
was reported that the two silver birch trees that line the roadside opposite 32 The Green need to 
be cut back from the road and overhanging wires.  It was noted that despite trying to source 
three quotes the parish council had only been provided with one quote to the value of £595 and 
included a detailed risk assessment of the works that would be carried out.  It was also noted 
that the trees in question do have tree preservation orders on them, the contractor will apply for 
the correct permissions on behalf of the parish council.  Councillors discussed the quote and 
agreed that we should proceed with the work. 
Councillors also discussed the condition of one of the Cherry trees on the village green.  It was 
noted that the timing of this is crucial because of the safety impact.  The Chair proposed that 
quotes should be sourced and if any come in under £1,000 the clerk should be given permission 
to accept the quote and proceed with the removal of the tree, this was seconded by Cllr Kearns 
and all councillors were in agreement.  It was noted that a statement would be included in TL to 
inform parishioners of the reason why the tree is being removed. Councillors agreed that at an 
appropriate time in the future a replacement tree will be sourced. 
 
730/2019 – Update on litter bin 
The Chair reported that a site visit with Cllr Poland and Charnwood Borough Council had taken 
place to discuss the removal of both bins on the village green and replace them with a new one 
on the green and a replacement one at the end of the jitty.  Cllr Poland will chase this and 
feedback to the parish council.  It has been suggested that we could have a split bin on the 
village green that can accommodate general waste and recycling. 
 
731/2019 – Parish Councillors updates 

 
Cllr Kearns reported that: 

• The plaques for the benches have been produced and submitted an invoice for £43.00.  
Cllr Newby agreed to source a contractor to install the plaques. 
 

Cllr Hainsworth reported that: 

• The dog foul article had been included in TL as requested. 
 

Cllr Newby reported that: 

• The hedge at the walk way to the bridge has not been cut back.  It was noted that this is 
the responsibility of Highways and it was agreed that the clerk would report the need for 
work to be carried out via the website. 
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732/2019 - Date of next parish council meeting 

• Tuesday 15th October 2019 at 7.30 PM in the village hall. 
 

 
The Chair closed the meeting at 20:45 PM. 
 
 

 
 
Signed:                                                          Date:           


