quinquennial inspection

church of holy trinity • thrussington

pcc of holy trinity • thrussington
date of inspection: 18 february 2020

A
1.1

introduction
An inspection and report carried out under the Inspection of Churches Measure, 1955, as amended under
the Care of Churches and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure 1991 to the Vicar and Churchwardens.
Diocese:		

Leicester

Archdeaconry:		

Leicester

Inspected by:		

Richard Brook BA(Hons) DipArch DipCons AABC RIBA

Date of inspection:		

18th February 2020

Date of previous inspection:		

2nd October 2014

Previous inspection by:		

Graham Wright

Weather during inspection:		

Dry following a prolonged period of heavy rain

Listed Building status:		

Grade II* while the chest tombs to the south side of the churchyard
are independently listed Grade II

Heritage at Risk status:		

Not currently on the heritage at risk register

Conservation Area Status:		

The church falls within the Thrussington Conservation Area

Tree Preservation Orders:		

As the church is within a conservation order all trees should be
treated as being protected

Status of churchyard:		

Closed

Description/Historical Background:

The Church was constructed in stages between the 13th and
15th centuries and was much restored in 1877 by Goddard &
Paget of Leicester. The church is of ironstone with limestone
dressings. With the exception of the tower the roofs are covered
with Swithland slates. There is a small limestone chimneystack
to the north side of the east gable of the nave. The gables are
marked with coped gables, with cross finials to the apexes of
the east walls of the chancel and nave. The walls are divided by
chamfer-stepped buttresses, with angle buttresses to the corners
to the south aisle and diagonal buttresses to the east corners of
the chancel.

			

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d

In plan the church consists of a chancel, nave, north and south
aisles, a south porch and a west tower. The tower dates from the
14th or 15th century and is of three stages with a plinth. There
is a projecting stair to the east side of the north elevation with a
chamfered stone roof. There is a west window with a small single
light window above. There are clock faces to north and west faces
and a four-light bell chamber opening with crenelated transoms
to each elevation. The tower is capped by an embattled parapet
wall with gargoyles and crocketed pinnacles to the corners.
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Internally there is a three bay north arcade, dating from the 14th
century, with double chamfered arches on octagonal piers and
responds.The south arcade is similar but with hoodmoulds and head
and label stops. Above the arcades is a perpendicular clerestory with
three 2-light windows on each side. The roof dates from the 19th
century and is divided into 3½ bays by trusses with braces curving
beneath high collars. The north aisle mainly dates from the 19th
century and has five 2-light windows.

			

The double chamfered chancel arch on restored polygonal responds
gives access to the late 13th century chancel. On the north wall
there is a 2-light window with Y tracery, an arched niche, and 2
square niches. The east window is of 3-lights with intersecting
tracery. To the south wall there is 3-light window with intersecting
tracery and 2-light window withY-tracery. There is a double piscina
with stiff-leaf capital, pointed trefoiled arches with fillets, and a
hoodmould with label stops. There is a south door and to its west
small single light window. The chancel floor is of encaustic tiles.
The roof is a 19th century boarded wagon vaulted roof.

			

The south aisle mainly dates from the 19th century and has three
3-light and two 2-light windows. There is a cusp-headed piscina
and sedilia to the south wall. The south doorway is heavily restored
with a heavily moulded surround. The south porch has a double
chamfered arch.

			

There is an octagonal font, which probably dates from the 14th
century, with a carved head projecting from one side, on a 19th
century base. The wall monuments date from the 18th and 19th
centuries.

			

The three Beasley family tombs within the churchyard, dated 1816,
1817 and 1838, are independently listed. They are of stone and slate
and are of a very similar design on large stone plinth to the south
of the church. Each has a moulded plinth, recessed fluted corner
pilasters and oval side panels. The spandrels are ornamented with
Adam style motifs. On the west end of each there is an oval slate
tablet with inscriptions to members of the Beasley family.

B

scope of the report & limitations

I

This report follows a visual inspection of the fabric only. None of the structure was opened up and it therefore
cannot be said that there are no hidden faults. Recommendations for subsequent opening up are made where
appropriate. The inspection was generally carried out from ground level, the tower and ladder access to the
roofs.

II

The report is not intended as a specification of works, nor should it be used as such. The report is restricted
to the general condition of the building and its defects. However, where possible, the report contains helpful
comments on the causes, effects and likely remedial works, where this is possible or appropriate.The information
given is intended simply as a guide to repair, and is based purely on the visual inspection and the consideration
given during that inspection.

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d
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III

Whilst every care is taken during the inspection to note all present or foreseeable problems, and recommendations
are made to overcome or obviate them, problems can, and very often do, occur during the years between
inspections. It is, therefore, prudent for the PCC to carry out regular visual inspections of the fabric. Where
not already the case, it is strongly recommended that the PCC enter into an annual contract with a local builder
to check and clean out rainwater goods at least twice a year.

IV

Although the Measure requires the church to be inspected every five years, it should be realised that serious
problems may develop in between these surveys if minor defects are left unattended. Churchwardens are required
by the Care of Churches and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure 1991 to make an annual inspection of the fabric
and furnishings of the church, and to prepare a report for consideration by the meeting of the PCC before the
Annual Parochial Church Meeting. This then must be presented, with any amendments made by the PCC, to
the Annual Parochial Church Meeting.

V

The PCC is reminded that insurance cover should be index linked, so that adequate cover is maintained against
inflation of building costs. Contact should be made with the insurance company to ensure that insurance cover
is adequate. The PCC should be aware of that some insurers are now significantly reducing cover for theft of
external metals.

VI

The repairs recommended in the report will generally be subject to Faculty jurisdiction.

VII

The following items, when contained within the church, were not inspected or tested, other than a visual appraisal,
and such inspections and tests should be carried out by specialists in these respective fields, and where appropriate
a certificate of condition and performance should be obtained by the PCC from the specialists appointed.

a

Electrical Installations
Any electrical installation should be tested at least every quinquennium by a registered NICEIC electrician, and
a resistance and earth continuity test should be obtained on all circuits. The engineer’s test report should be
kept with the church log book. This present report is based upon a visual inspection of the main switchboard
and of certain sections of the wiring selected at random, without the use of instruments.
Testing of portable appliances should also be carried out as required by the Electricity At Work Regulations 1989.
The frequency of this testing is dependant on a number of factors, but should at least be carried out every 5 years
and more regular tests may be appropriate where subject to regular use or potentially vulnerable to damage.
The electricity distribution board and meter is located on the west wall of the south aisle. The meter is a 3-phase
meter although it appears that only 2 phases are used. The last electrical inspection was carried out on 6th March
2018 and a PAT test was carried out on 6th March 2018.

b

Heating Installations
The church is heated by wall mounted gas heaters, which visually appear to be in a good condition, although they
were last inspected 5th June 2017. Gas fired heating systems should be inspected annually and the inspection
report should be kept with the log book and other safety information.

c

Bells and Bell frame and ancillary bell ringing equipment
The bell frame is of steel, the steel headstocks and bearings are all in a visually good condition. The sally wheels
the five bells are in a good condition.

d

Clocks
The clock is by Smiths of Derby and appears to be fitted with a modern electric winder, which again is in a good
condition.

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d
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e

Pipe Organ, Piano etc.
The organ is located in the north aisle within the eastern bay with the console sitting within the nave. The
softwood casing with display pipes and 5 stops appears visually to be in a good condition.

f

Fire Extinguishers
All extinguishers should be inspected annually by a competent engineer to ensure they are in good working order.
A minimum of two water type fire extinguishers (preferably sited adjacent to exits) should be provided plus
additional special extinguishers for the organ and electrical fires. Large churches will require more extinguishers.
As a general rule of thumb, one water extinguisher should be provided for every 250 sq. metres of floor area.
Typical requirements are:
Location				
General areas				
Organ & for electrical fires 		

Type of Extinguisher
Water
CO2

The church is equipped with fire extinguishers, which appear to be in accordance with current recommendations.
The fire extinguishers were last tested 30th September 2019.
g

Lightning Conductor
There is a lightning protection system to the tower capped by an air spike to the northwest finial of the tower.
The copper down tape of the system is fixed to the west side of the north wall of the tower. The system was last
tested on 21st January 2020. Ideally the system should be inspected every eleven months.

h

Audio/Visual Equipment
The audio system is controlled from a cabinet in the north aisle. The equipment is visually in a good condition
and incorporates an induction loop system for use with hearing aids.

i

Beetle Infestation and Rot
Evidence of woodboring beetle attack was noted within the timberwork of the tower roof structure, the tower
clock enclosure, and the south porch ceiling although there was no immediate evidence that these attacks are
active. It is recommended that the areas are regularly checked for fresh bore dust indicating active beetle.

j

Bats
Bats are a protected species; should any work be undertaken that could endanger bats or their roosts then it may
be necessary to obtain a licence from Natural England or seek advice from accredited specialists.

VIII

Log Book
The Log Book was made available for inspection and work carried out since 2014 are recorded in Section 1 of
the report.

IX

Terrier & Inventory
An Inventory was available during the inspection. The PCC are reminded that the Terrier and Inventory should
be checked and, if necessary, corrected by the minister and churchwardens on the following occasion: on the
election or re-election of Churchwardens at the annual parishioners’ meeting; at least once every three years at
a time to be decided by the Archdeacon; at any change in the incumbency of the parish.

X

Asbestos Management Plan
It is a requirement of the Health & Safety Executive that all those responsible for the care and maintenance of all

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d
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non-domestic buildings, including places of worship, have an Asbestos Management Plan to manage and minimise
risks from exposure to asbestos and asbestos-containing materials. Guidance on how to produce an Asbestos
Management Plan is produced by the Health & Safety Executive. This survey does not attempt to identify the
location of any asbestos, nor advise on the management of asbestos. A specialist should be commissioned to
carry out and ‘asbestos management survey’.
XI

Fire Risk Assessments and the Fire Safety Order
Since October 2006 previous fire safety legislation has been replaced by the Fire Safety Order. This legislation
applies to all non-domestic premises including places of worship. It requires those with responsibility for the
management of premises to appoint a responsible person to consider fire safety issues, undertake fire risk
assessments and ensure the implementation of recommendations to ensure the safety of building users in the
event of fire. There is an Emergency Action Plan, which would form part of the Fire Risk Assessment although
it is recommended that a full formal assessment is made. A Fire Risk Assessment should be prepared for the
church.

XII

Security
The church does not appear to be equipped with an intruder alarm system. The locks and doors are comparable
with those of similar churches in the area.

XIII

Health & Safety
Health and Safety Policy and a Risk Assessment is being prepared. Again the Ecclesiastical Insurance website
includes useful advice and templates to help preparing these documents https://www.ecclesiastical.com/
documents/church-health-and-safety-policy-template.pdf https://www.ecclesiastical.com/documents/riskassessment-template-small-churches.pdf. It is important that the church has an up to date Health & safety Policy
and a Risk assessment to comply with current legislation.

XIV

Access and facilities for people with disabilities
The Disability Discrimination Act gave people with disabilities the right to access the same services and facilities
available to able bodied people. From October 2004 this included the requirement to make changes to remove
physical barriers but this did not remove the requirement to obtain any necessary consents such as Faculty approval.
In situations where it is not possible to reconcile access needs with other such restrictions it could be acceptable
to provide the service by other means. The Equalities Act has now replaced the Disability Discrimination Act but
generally encompasses the same aims. However, the new Equalities Act expands the definitions of ‘qualifying’
disabilities and also gives new rights to people associated with those having the disability to give them certain
rights and protection, as well as introducing the concept of ‘perception’ of disability, where a person could be
given protection when discrimination results from an incorrect assumption of the existence of a disability.
A detailed assessment of access provisions and facilities for people with disabilities is outside the scope of this
report. If not already undertaken, the PCC should consider carrying out an access audit: guidance on how
to prepare an Access Audit is available in “Through the Eye of a Needle” published by Church House Publishing.
BS.8300:2009 “Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the needs of disabled people “ provides detailed guidance
for detailed design in respect of new building work.
It is recommended that the church undertakes an Access Audit to help identify other areas where improvements
can be made, which can be carried out by members of the church. ‘Widening the Eye of the Needle - Access
to Church Buildings for People with Disabilities’ by J Penton & JH Penton and published by Church Publishing
provides a well explained guide and checklist for carrying out such an audit.
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/9780715140611/widening-the-eye-of-the-needle
There is level access to the south porch from the northwest entrance to the churchyard but a small lip at the
south porch. There is a wheelchair accessible toilet.

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d
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C

condition report

1

Works carried out since the last inspection
2014 Sept
2015 		
2015 May
2017 Oct
2018		

Carpets replaced to central and cross aisles
Clock overhauled
Repairs to stained glass windows
Repairs to outside flood lighting
Creation of a area for the burial of cremated remains in churchyard

2

Recommended works from the last QI not yet undertaken

-

Urgent Works
Clean out gutters including the tower roof
Check slate/flashing to nave roof
Clearance/repair of gullies
Repair boarding to south porch roof
Clean down clock chamber floor
Prepare Access & Disability Audit
Prepare a Health & Safety Risk Assessment and a Fire Risk Assessment
Repoint flashing joints

-

Within 12 Months
Painting of gutters and downpipes
Repair tiled floor
Treat south porch door
Repair base of stone buttress

-

Within 5 Years
External stonework repairs and repointing
Removal of perimeter brick channelling
Internal plaster repairs and redecoration

-

+5 Years
Re-roofing of nave and chancel

3

General Condition
Although there are a number of issues facing the church it is clear that diligent efforts are made to maintain the
building and churchyard. The Swithland slates covering the roofs are generally sound although the condition
of the fixing nails holding them in place is suspect, particularly to the south slope of the chancel where a large
number of slates have been re-fixed with lead and copper clips. It is believed that the chancel roof and possibly
the nave roof will have to be re-slated within the next 10 years, re-using the existing slates. In the meantime it
is important that the displaced slates and flashings are re-fixed to avoid more serious damage.
The cast iron gutters and downpipes are all in position but there is a general issue with leaking joints and surface
rust, which needs to be addressed through refurbishment and repainting. The associated gullies did not appear
to be effectively conducting water away from the church, although the inspection took place after a prolonged
period of extremely wet weather which may have been the cause of this issue. It is recommended that the gullies
are cleared of debris and the below ground drainage is monitored to assess whether there is an issue that needs
to be addressed.

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d
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The stonework is generally sound with the exception of the west
elevations of the tower and north and south aisles with more
limited issues to the north and south elevations of the tower.
The ironstone of the upper two stages of the west elevation
is heavily eroded to the extent where the transom of the bell
chamber opening is only partially supported at its southern
end. There is also an issue with the limestone parapet wall
of the south elevation which needs addressing to secure loose
stonework. It is recommended that urgent work is carried out
to the tower to stabilise this decay.
Above: General view of the church from the south east.

Access to the tower roof is difficult as the ladder has been cut Below: Stainless steel tower roof. Second below: Debris in the
away to allow the swing of the adjacent bell. This makes regular east gutter of the tower roof. Bottom: Blocked outlet in the
maintenance access very difficult and it is recommended that west gutter of the tower roof.
this situation is improved urgently.
Internally the church is in a generally good condition. The
issue of most concern inside is the detached plasterwork to
the south wall of the chancel and the north wall of the north
aisle, particularly the latter where this has left the gas pipe
supplying the heaters partially supported. Although there is
cracking within the church this is within what is expected of
a building of this age. It is recommended that the cracks are
monitored by a member of the church for signs that cracks are
widening, particularly where there is cracking above window
or arch heads.

External
4

Roofs

4.1

Tower

i

The roof is a twin-pitched roof covered with standing seam
stainless steel draining into gutters on the east and west side,
which are again lined with stainless steel.

ii

The east gutter has a significant amount of debris and during
the inspection the apex of the south side of the wall was
entirely clogged by woody growth. This was removed during
the inspection but there was still a degree of debris, which
needs to be removed.

iii

The west gutter was clogged with debris and plant growth.
The plant growth was removed from the outlet during the
inspection but there is still debris that needs to be cleared. It
appears that one of the outlets is still blocked.

iv

The roof hatch is a timber boarded hatch with a stainless steel
cover. The timber boards are decayed towards the west side
but are currently in a reasonable condition. The hatch in hinged
but there is no restraint or chain, which means that when the
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cover is open it fall back against the roof and ideally one or two
chains should be added to prevent this.
v

The crenelated parapets walls are of ashlar limestone with
moulded coping stones. The corners are marked by crocketed
finials.

vi

The north east finial has open joints to the upper 2 stages,
which ideally should be repointed but otherwise this is in a
good condition.

vii

The hoodmould and base of the south east finial is spalling slight
and should be made good with an insitu mortar repair to slow
further deterioration.

viii

The south west finial stonework is in a reasonable condition.

ix

The north west finial is in a reasonable condition.

x

The north parapet wall copings are in a good condition. There
are minor open joints to the central merlon and to the head
of the merlon abutting the north west finial, which should be
repointed.

xi

The east parapet wall is in a good condition. There is minor
deterioration of the pointing towards the south side of the wall
but this is very minor.

xii

The coping to the head of the east merlon of the south parapet
wall is loose and should be re-bedded (and doweled in place).
There is pointing deterioration to the base of the east corner of
the parapet, which forms the base of the finial. The stonework
is not loose, but this needs to be repointed with some urgency.
The central merlon pointing has deteriorated significantly to the
extent where daylight is visible through at least one perpend
joint. This needs to be made good at the earliest opportunity
to prevent further decay.

xiii

The west parapet wall is in a good condition.

xiv

The lead flashings are all in place and are in a good condition.

4.2

Chancel

Above:The tower roof access hatch. Below: Cracking to the
tower parapet wall. Second below: Central merlon of the
south parapet wall needing repointing. Bottom:View of the
chancel south roof slope.

South slope
i

The roof is covered with Swithland slates laid in diminishing courses capped with angled clay ridge tiles with a
roll moulded top. Although slightly uneven, the ridge is in a generally good condition and appears to be solidly
bedded.

ii

The slates are slightly more uneven. There are a large number of clips to tiles towards the centre of the roof,
indicating that a large number have been re-fixed. To the lower portion of the east end of the roof, there are a

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d
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number of slipped slates, at least one is out of position and needs
to be re-clipped. The slate in question has been clipped in the
past but has re-slipped and needs to be re-fixed to re-waterproof
the roof. In the longer term the number of re-clipped slates
indicates a general issue with the condition of the fixings of the
slates meaning that the church should plan for re-roofing the
roof slope in the near future.
iii

The abutment flashing with the east parapet wall of the chancel
is uneven, particularly towards the ridge. This should be redressed to ensure that the roof remains weather-proof.

iv

The abutment with the east wall of the nave is protected by a
stringcourse. The flashing beneath this appears to be in a good
condition.

v

The roof discharges into a moulded cast iron gutter, which
appears to be in a generally good condition but exhibits surface
rust and would benefit from repainting. There is corrosion to
the gutter joints above the western of the 2 main windows
indicating that they leak. This needs to be investigated and
refurbished as soon as possible.

vi

The gutter discharges via a square section cast iron downpipe,
which is in a good condition.

vii

The projecting eaves are of timber with a large timber eaves
board, which is concealed by the gutter. The exposed sections
of timber appear to be in a good condition.

Above: Slipped slates to the east end of the chancel south roof
slope. Below:View of the chancel south aisle slates with clips.
Second below: Chancel south roof slope and rusting gutter.
Bottom:View of the chancel north roof slope.

North slope
i

The roof is of Swithland slates laid in diminishing courses. The
slates to this slope appear to be in a good condition, as does
the flashing abutting the east parapet wall of the chancel and
the east elevation of the nave.

ii

The moulded cast iron gutter has slight rusting to a number
of the joints, which should be investigated and re-sealed and
there is localised surface rust indicating that the gutters should
be repainted, ideally within the next 2 years.

iii

The downpipe is a square section pipe and is in a good condition.
This discharges to a gulley, which appears to be discharging
water although this needs to be investigated.

4.3

North Aisle

i

The roof is covered with Swithland slates, which are laid in diminishing courses. Although slightly uneven the
slates appear to be generally in a good condition. One slate is out of place, although the original location of the
slate is not easy to establish (it does not appear to have come from the nave roof). There is a lead flashing tile
towards the top of the west side of the roof the purpose of which is not clear.

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d
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ii

The roof drains into a cast iron moulded gutter, which apart
from surface rust is in a good condition and ideally this should
be repainted. It is also clear that a number of the joints are
leaking and again these should be refurbished and repainted.

iii

The downpipe is at the west end of the roof and elevation is
a square section downpipe, which should be repainted due
to surface rust. This discharges into a gulley, which has been
partially clogged and needs to be cleared to ensure water is
carried away.

iv

The brick gulley to the base of this wall is covered with debris
and weeds, although as long as the gutters are working this
should be able to conduct water away from the church.

4.4

Nave
North slope

i

The roof is of Swithland slates laid in diminishing courses capped Top:View of the north aisle and nave north roof. Above:
by an angled clay ridge tile with a roll mould. The ridge tile Rusting downpipe to the west end of the north aisle roof and
blocked gulley. Below: Nave north roof slope flashing to the
appears to be in a good condition, as do the slates.

ii

The abutment flashing with the tower is in a good condition
and the flashing with the east parapet wall of the nave is also in
a good condition, as are the gutter flashings.

iii

The gutter is of moulded cast iron, which is leaking in at least
3 locations and discharges via its west end. This needs to be
refurbished and repainted within the next 5 years. It is not
clear whether this gutter is big enough for the size of the roof
that it drains.

iv

The roof of the nave discharges via a chute onto the brick lined
gulley. Ideally this should discharge into the neighbouring new
plastic gully and work should be carried out to ensure that the
water is carried away here because the brick gulley is not ideal
for the job and water needs to be taken away from the base of
the wall.

tower. Third below: Brick gulley to the base of the downpipe
from the nave north roof slope. Bottom: Nave south roof slope
and guttering.

South slope
i

The roof is again of Swithland slates and appears to be in a good
condition, all flashings are in place.

ii

The gutter is cast iron moulded guttering and there appears to
be a number of leaks between joints and there is surface rust
and this would ideally need repainting.

iii

The square section downpipes are in a good condition, although
the gutters discharge into square section downpipes that
conduct water across the roofs and are quite heavily rusted and
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ideally need to be repainted within the next 2 years.
iv

The abutment with the nave west elevation and the tower are
in a good condition and the abutments with the east parapet
wall of the nave are in a good condition.

4.5

South Aisle

i

The roof is again of Swithland slates, which are in a generally
good condition. There are a number of slates that have been
re-fixed into position with clips and areas that look slightly
Above:View of the south aisle roof. Below: South aisle roof
uneven but no indication that the roof is currently leaking.

west end section. Second below: South aisle roof guttering
and abutment with the south porch roof. Bottom: South porch
west roof slope and parapet wall.

ii

The abutment flashing with the south clerestory wall of the nave
is in a good condition and the abutment with the east parapet
wall of the south aisle is also in a good condition.

iii

The abutments with the valley gutters with the south porch are
in a good condition and the abutment with the west parapet
wall is also in a good condition. There is a ventilated flashing to
the west end of the roof, the purpose of which is not clear.

iv

Water from the nave is conducted across the roof in square
section downpipes, which exhibit surface rust but otherwise
appear sound.

4.6

South Porch

i

The roof appears to be of Swithland slates laid in diminishing
courses.

ii

The east and west slopes are in a good condition, as are the
associated flashings.

iii

The moulded cast iron gutters are in a good condition as are
the square section downpipes.

5

Rainwater goods and disposal systems

i

Described in the relevant roof and walling sections.

6

Below ground drainage

i

Gullies are described in association with the downpipes which
discharge into them and the base of the wall they are adjacent
to.

7

Parapets and upstand walls

i

Parapets and upstand walls are described in the relevant section of Section 7 Walling.
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8

Walling

8.1

Chancel
South elevation

i

The elevation stonework is of squared and coursed ironstone
with a limestone chamfered plinth and a limestone stringcourse
at cill level. The ironstone, although eroded slightly, is in a good
condition.

ii

The rectangular window to the west side of the elevation is in Above: Chancel south elevation. Below: Central buttress and
a good condition. It appears that there has been some form main window detail to the chancel south elevation.
of leak around the timber frame surround, the timberwork of Bottom: Corner buttress with possible bat roost cavity.
which is eroded slightly, although not rotten. This has been
packed with plastic, which does not appear to be an effective
solution; ideally the timber should be treated with linseed oil
and then the joints repointed with lime mortar. The wrought
iron external ferramenta also exhibits surface rust and this
should be removed and the ferramenta repainted.

iii

The west main window externally is capped by a hoodmould,
which is in a good condition, as is the tracery externally and
surround.The external ferramenta exhibits limited surface rust
and ideally should be repainted within the next 5 years.

iv

The central buttress has limestone dressings, which are in a good
condition and the stonework is in a generally good condition,
although there is slight disassociation of the stonework at low
level, particularly on the base of the east side of the buttress
and this ideally should be repointed.

v

The east window is a 3-light opening, the capping hoodmould
is in a good condition, as are the tracery and surround and the
glazing. There have been some putty repairs to one quarry
but this appears weather-tight, if not visually the best repair
possible. The ferramenta exhibits limited surface rust, as does
the central hopper window, and ideally this should be repainted
within the next 5 years.

vi

The angled corner buttress has a cavity in the eroded stonework
where the buttress abuts the south east corner of the chancel
and ideally this should be filled with stonework, although
an ecological assessment should be made before any work is
carried out as this could potentially form a roost for bats. The
base of the buttress should ideally be repointed where it abuts
the ground.

vii

To the base of the south wall there is a brick gulley, which is in
a generally good condition, although a significant proportion of
the brick joints are open. The gulley continues around to the
east and north elevations. The open joints in the gulley mean
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that it will not effectively conduct water
viii

The downpipe discharges to a rainwater gulley, which has
water standing in it and appears to be blocked. This should be
cleared of debris and rodded. If this does not allow water to
drain works will need to be undertaken to conduct water away
from the base of the church.
East elevation

i

The elevation capping copings are in place, as is the cruciform
finial. There is minor erosion to the copings of the north slope
of the parapet wall, which ideally should be repointed to the
open joints of the perpend joints. There are 6 joints that ideally
should be repointed. The south side appears to be in a good Above: Brick gulley to the base of the chancel elevations.
Below: Chancel east elevation. Second below: Fractured stones
condition.

ii

The ironstone and limestone stonework is in a good condition,
as is the hoodmould and tracery surround of the east window.
The glazing externally is in a good condition and the external
ferramenta only shows limited indications of surface rust.

iii

The northeast corner buttress stones to the base eastern corner
have fractured completely and at least 3 – 4 stones should be
replaced, as well as the missing chamfered corner to the plinth.
This should be done within the next 2 years. The remainder of
the buttress is in a reasonable condition. There is minor spot
repointing to the base of the first step.

to the base of the north east corner buttress. Bottom: Chancel
north elevation with steel plate needing re-fixing.

North elevation
i

The elevation is of squared and coursed ironstone with
occasional limestone and granite protrusion and the elevation
is in a generally good condition.

ii

The central buttress is in a good condition, as is the window,
tracery and glazing. The external saddle bars and ferramenta
exhibit surface rust and ideally these should be repainted within
the next 5 years.

iii

The brick gulley to the base of the wall is slightly disassociated
adjacent to the buttress and ideally this should be repointed so
that water is conducted away from the base of the elevation.

iv

To the western corner of the elevation there is a steel plate to
the former chimney of the boiler room and this needs to be
re-fixed in position to prevent water or vermin entering the
church.

v

The eaves appear to be in a good condition.
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8.2

North Aisle
East elevation

i

The elevation is capped with a moulded coping, which is in
a good condition. The elevation is of squared and coursed
ironstone with a chamfered plinth and a 2-light window
opening, which is in a good condition.

ii

None of the cracking noted in the internal reveals is visible
externally.

iii

There is slight disassociation with the pointing to the base of
the elevation and ideally around 2 – 3 linear metres should
be repointed. There is also a cast iron grate, which has been
extensively broken to the base of this wall, which ideally should Above: North aisle, east elevation. Below: Broken grate to the
be replaced.
base of the north aisle east elevation. Second below: General
view of the north aisle, north elevation. Bottom:Western
window in the north aisle, north elevation.

North elevation
i

The elevation is formed in 3 bays divided by 4 chamfer stepped
buttresses. The elevation is of squared and coursed ironstone
with a chamfered plinth of limestone immediately beneath the
window openings.

ii

The elevation stonework is in a generally good condition,
although there is ventilated opening immediately to the base
of the elevation of the eastern bay where the stone has eroded
past the ventilation cover. Ideally the joints around this should
be repointed and localised repointing made to the disassociated
stones and pointing in this area,, amounting to about 1.5 linear
metres.

iii

The window opening of the east bay glazing is in a good
condition. The external ferramenta exhibits surface rust and
should be repainted within the next 2 years. The surround is
in a good condition with no evidence of the movement noted
internally.

iv

The second buttress from east is in a good condition.

v

The central window glazing is in a good condition, as is the
surround. The ferramenta would benefit from repainting
due to surface rust. To the base of the elevation there is
minor deterioration of the pointing amounting about 5 linear
metres.

vi

The western window in the western bay is in a good condition.
The ferramenta of the window needs to be repainted but the
glazing and surround are in a good condition.

vii

The base of the third buttress from the east ideally should be
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repointed as the junction with the elevation, amounting to
around 1.5 linear metres and the base of the third bay from east
ideally should have some spot repointing, particularly beneath
the downpipe, which should be repointed, amounting to around
2.5 linear metres.
viii

The west buttress of the elevation has 2 fractured stones to the
base and ideally both of these should be replaced within the
next 5 years.
West elevation

i

The elevation is of squared and coursed ironstone. There is
a chamfered plinth below the cill of the west window, which
is in a good condition. The stonework above, particularly on
the north side of the wall, is quite heavily eroded. Although
the stonework has not been replaced at this stage it appears to
be possibly due to masonry bees. Ideally 10-12 of the smaller
stones should be replaced, although it is more urgent that the
mortar joints of the eroded stonework should be repointed to
ensure that the wall remains weatherproof. Previous repointing
appears to have been carried out with cement rich mortar,
which appears to have exacerbated the problem rather than
improving it. The remainder of the elevation is in a better
condition.

ii

The west window is in a good condition.

iii

The coping to the parapet wall is of moulded limestone, which
appears to be in a good condition.

8.3

Nave

Above: Fractured stones to the western buttress of the north
aisle, north elevation. Below: North aisle, west elevation.
Second below: Erosion possibly due from masonry bees.
Bottom: Nave, north clerestory elevation.

North clerestory elevation
i

The elevation is of squared and coursed ironstone, which is in
a good condition.

ii

The surrounds to all 3 clerestory windows are in a good
condition, as are in a good condition, as is the tracery, although
the external ferramenta all exhibits surface rust and should be
painted, ideally within the next 2 years.
East elevation

i

The elevation is of squared and coursed ironstone with elements
of limestone, particularly limestone kneelers and copings.
From ground level this appears to be in a good condition.

ii

There is minor erosion of the stonework aligned with the base of
the chimney, which should be repointed as soon as possible.
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iii

The chimney rising from this wall is of limestone and appears
to be in a good condition.

iv

There appears to be a slight misalignment of the copings to the
south slope of the parapet coping, particularly at the apex and
this joint should be repointed as soon as possible.
West elevation

i

The elevation is of squared and coursed ironstone and limestone,
which appears to be in a generally good condition although a
number of the ironstone elements are quite heavily eroded,
particularly towards the top of the wall. It is possible that up
to 5 stones need to be replaced.

ii

The copings from ground level appear to be in a good
condition.
South clerestory elevation

i

The elevation is of squared and coursed ironstone, which from
ground level appears to be in a good condition.

ii

There is localised erosion to the stonework, which is particularly
evident between the 3 clerestory windows where there are a
number of cavities in the stonework joints. This probably
amounts to 2 linear metres of spot repointing, which ideally
should be carried out.

8.4

Tower

Above: Nave east elevation. Below: Nave south clerestory
elevation needing some repointing. Bottom:Tower, east
elevation seen above the nave roof.

East Elevation
i

The east face is of ironstone, which is in a good condition,
although the stonework is locally eroded but not to an extent
where work is required.

ii

There is a stringcourse at ridge level, which divides the upper
stage from the lower stage of the east elevation and this appears
to be in a good condition.

iii

The bell chamber opening appears to be in a good condition.
The discharge pipe of the gutter roof appears to be in a good
condition and appears to be of uPVC. Ideally this should be
replaced but this is not a high priority.

iv

The parapet wall is marked by gargoyles to each corner. From
ground level the parapets appear to be in a good condition.
North face

i

The north face is formed in 4 stages divided by chamfered
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stringcourses, all of which appear to be in a good condition.
ii

The base of the elevation has a roll moulded plinth where the
pointing is in a poor condition and ideally the whole of the
plinth should be repointed; the fractured plinth stone should
be replaced or at least pieced-in. The stonework to the base
of the stair tower also needs to be repointed to preserve it.

iii

The stair tower itself, although the ironstone is eroded, appears
to be in a good condition.The head of the stair tower has a stone
roof, which is slightly uneven and there is evidence of woody
growth from at least one joint. Ideally any live plant should
be treated with a weed killer and removed and any open joints
repointed.

iv

There is one stone to the second stage, which is eroded and
there is a cavity to the rear of this, which should ideally be
replaced to slow further erosion in that area.

v

To the third stage the stonework is in a reasonable condition.
The clock face to the north has recently been refurbished and is
in a good condition. There are a number of stones adjacent to
this that should be monitored to ensure that they are still firmly
attached, although they do not appear to be in an immediate
danger of falling but should be checked regularly.

vi

The upper stage bell chamber opening is in a good condition.
One louvre has slipped slightly but otherwise the opening is
in a good condition. The stonework surrounding is in a good
condition and the parapet wall, with the exception of one joint
to the coping, is in a good condition.

Above:View of the tower north face and stair tower.
Below:The plinth to the tower needing repointing.
Bottom:View of the tower, west face.

West face
i

The west face is again divided into 4 stages. To the base of the
all there is a chamfered limestone plinth, which is in a generally
good condition, although it would benefit from repointing,
probably amounting to 6 linear metres, to preserve its weatherproofing.

ii

The ironstone to the lower stage is in a generally good condition.
One stone has eroded significantly. There is a stone insert
set into this – this is not clear why – which ideally should be
removed but this is not causing any immediate harm. Ideally
the stonework should be lightly defrassed and repointed so that
it can be weathered to extend its life.

iii

The west window is in a good condition. Immediately above the
window the stone has eroded significantly forming a cavity and
ideally this stone should at least be partially removed. There is
pointing above this that is also forming cavities in the ironstone.
The second stage should be defrassed and repointed.
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iv

The stonework to the third stage is quite heavily eroded and
is reaching the point where stone replacement is becoming
necessary. Erosion is at least 75-100mm deep in areas and
it is difficult to see how this is providing a weathering to the
tower.

v

The clock face is in a good condition, as is the window to the
clock chamber.

vi

The upper stage stonework is very heavily eroded and again
is reaching stages where stonework replacement is necessary.
This is particularly evident to the surround of the bell chamber
opening, particularly to the southern surround where the
transom of the bell chamber opening has limited bearing on the
stone beneath it. The tower needs a programme of stonework
replacement, particularly to the upper 2 stages of the west
face.
South face

i

The south face of the tower is partially abutted by the south
aisle. The plinth to the base of the wall would benefit from
repointing, probably amounting to 2.5 linear metres.

ii

The lower stage stonework, although eroded, is in a reasonable
condition and would benefit from localised repointing, probably
amounting to about 4 linear metres and defrassing to an area
of around 5m2 but otherwise is sound.

iii

The second stage has eroded stonework but not as heavily as
on the west face. Localised repointing is similar to the lower
stage and needs defrassing but is otherwise relatively sound.

iv

The third stage stonework is generally eroded again, not as
heavily as on the west face, and there is localised heavy erosion,
particularly to the upper western corner of this stage where
3-4 stones need to be replaced. There is a need for general
repointing, particularly where the pointing has been carried
out with cement rich mortar.

v

The upper stage has localised heavy erosion, particularly to
the surrounds to the bell chamber opening and also to the
immediate east and west of this opening.

vi

The parapet wall above appears to be in a generally good
condition, although the pointing was noted at high level to be
in a poor state and should be monitored carefully. At least one
of the parapet stones is loose and needs to be re-bedded.
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8.5

South Aisle
West elevation

i

ii

The elevation is a mixture of squared, coursed and rubble
ironstone and limestone. The stonework is generally sound,
although the ironstone above and around the arched window
head of the west window is quite heavily eroded with extensive
cavities, which ideally need to be filled either through the
replacement of stones or through mortar repairs. At least 15
stones should be replaced.
The remainder of the wall is in a good condition, as is the west
window, tracery and surround, although the ironmongery
should ideally be replaced.

Above: South aisle west elevation. Below: Cavities in the
stonework above the window in the south aisle west elevation.
Second below: South aisle south elevation, western portion.
Bottom: South aisle, south elevation, east of the porch.

South elevation
i

The western portion is of squared and coursed ironstone with
a limestone chamfer course, all of which is in a good condition,
as is the window opening, although the external ferramenta
would benefit from repainting due to surface rust within the
next 5 years.

ii

The eastern portion of the elevation has stonework in a good
condition, as is the glazing to both windows. There is minor
pointing deterioration, probably amounting to around 300
linear mm in total.

iii

The gutters to the south elevation of the south aisle are in a good
condition but exhibit surface rust and at least 3 of the joints
are leaking. The downpipes appear to be in a good condition
but would benefit from repainting.
East elevation

i

The wall is of squared and coursed ironstone with a limestone
chamfer coursed plinth which is in a good condition.

ii

The wall is capped by a limestone coped parapet which is in a
good condition.

iii

The east window is a three-light window opening. The surround
and tracery is in a good condition, although the external
ferramenta is rusting and would benefit from painting.

8.6

South Porch

i

The west and east elevations are in a good condition. There is slight spalling of the face of the stonework but
this is otherwise in a good condition.

ii

The south elevation ironstone is in a generally good condition. Minor spot repointing needed to the lower
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portion of the east side but otherwise in a good condition.
9

Timber porches, doors and canopies

i

The south door is covered by an arched head with moulded
surrounds and hood moulds, which is in a good condition. The
door is a hardwood door, as described internally, and would
benefit from treatment externally and from the removal of rust
from the ironmongery.

ii

The clergy door in the vestry south elevation is in a good
condition and appears to have been recently re-treated.

10

Windows

i

The windows are described in detail in the relevant internal
and external wall in which they are located.
Interior

11

Tower

11.1

Bell Chamber

Above: South porch, south gable elevation. Below: Bell
chamber ceiling. Bottom: Interior view of the bell chamber
walling and opening.

Ceiling
i

The ceiling is supported by 3 beams spanning north/south. The
central beam has been braced with 2 modern softwood beams,
which are in a good condition. There is no clear evidence of
decay to this central beam and it is assumed that the bearings
at the ends of the original beam are in a poor condition.

ii

The east and west beams abut the wall, which are in a good
condition. Their end bearing is formed by 4 dragon type
beams spanning diagonally, which again appear to be in a good
condition. No visible evidence of rot but there is minor beetle
attack to the western of the 3 beams.
Walls

i

The walls are of squared stonework brought to courses, which
are in a good condition. There is a minor joint crack to the
north wall immediately below the central beam, although this
does not appear to reflect movement.

ii

There is minor pointing deterioration above the head of the
east bell chamber opening and again this is historic rather than
recent decay.

iii

The bell chamber openings are divided into 4 lights by a central
mullion and transom. The upper lights have cusped heads and
there is a quatrefoil sub-light to the head of the window. There
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are louvres to each of the openings, which appear to be of oak
and are in a good condition but would benefit from treatment
with a timber preservative. These all appear to be in place; one
louvre is slipping from the northern bell chamber opening,
which ideally should be re-fixed. The inner faces of the bell
chamber openings are guarded with wire mesh fitted within
timber frames.
iv

Access to the roof is via a ladder, which is supported by a beam
spanning east/west at a height of about 1.2m above the bell
frame. The only way of getting onto the ladder is by standing
on top of the steel headstock of the adjacent bell, which is not Above: Access ladder from the bell chamber. Below:The
bellframe. Second below: Ceiling of the clock chamber and
particularly safe unless the headstock is wedged to prevent it access ladder to the belfry. Bottom: Clock housing cupboard.
moving. Ideally this situation should be improved, either by
extending the ladder downwards or by creating a platform
above the bells.

v

The bell frame is of steel, the headstocks are all of steel and
the bearings are in a good condition. The sally wheels are in a
good condition, as are the bells. There are 5 bells.

vi

The drainage from the roof is via what appear to be lead outlet
chutes, which discharge into uPVC internal pipes, which
discharge via the east wall by a lead outlet chute, all of which
appears to be in a good condition.
Floor

i

The floor of the chamber has limited debris, which ideally
should be cleared but this is relatively minor at this stage.

11.2

Clock Chamber
Ceiling

i

The ceiling is a modern softwood structure with softwood
boarding, which is in a good condition.

ii

The lighting is by a bulkhead light fitting.
Walls

i

The walls are of squared coursed stonework, which are in a
good condition.

ii

The clock is housed within a softwood cabinet with glazed
panels, which is in a good condition but has possibly historic woodworm, which needs to be monitored. The
clock is by Smiths of Derby and appears to be fitted with a modern electric winder, which again is in a good
condition.

iii

Access to the bell chamber is via an aluminium ladder which is in a good condition.
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Floor
i

The floor is largely taken up by trap doors for raising and
lowering of the bells, which are of softwood and appear to be
in a good condition.

11.3

Tower Stair

i

The stonework of the wall is of ashlar stonework, which is in
a good condition. The spiral treads are of stonework, which
are rather uneven and quite heavily worn in places. There is
no hand rope of any sort, although there is very limited space
Above: Clock chamber floor. Below:View into the tower base
within the stair tower.
interior.

ii

There is one slot window, which is fitted with glass and
fixed directly to the stonework but is otherwise in a good
condition.

iii

The door at the base of the stair is a vertically boarded door
with a hardwood frame, which is in a good condition.

11.4

Tower Base
Ceiling

i

The ceiling appears to be of hardwood. The trap door is in
a good condition viewed from below. There is a steel frame
guiding the sally ropes of the bells, which is modern and in a
good condition.
Walls

i

The north wall is of squared and coursed ashlar stonework,
which is in a good condition.

ii

The east wall is the tower arch, which is a double chamfered moulded arch supported by a semi-circular engaged
respond with octagonal plinths and octagonal capitals, all of which is in a good condition, as is the stonework
above the arch itself.

iii

The south wall is of squared and coursed ashlar stonework with some squared stonework brought to courses
towards its south side. The stonework is in a generally good condition. There is a slight crack between the joint
of the ashlar work and the squared stonework brought to courses on the west side of the wall at high level. The
crack is approximately 1.2m long and about 2mm wide at the widest point.

iv

The west wall is of squared stonework brought to courses. There is a niche at the base of the wall beneath the
west window.

v

The west window is a 2-light window with cusp headed light and stained glass with sub-lights above. The glazing
appears to be in a good condition but would benefit from cleaning. The saddle bars are external and the tracery
appears to be in a good condition. The deep reveals are rendered; there is a crack to the shallowly arched head
of the reveal, which is up to about 3 – 4mm wide at the external point. This needs to be monitored, ideally
with a tell-tale to indicate whether on-going movement is happening. The ashlar stonework to the surround is
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also in a good condition.
Floor
i

The floor is partially covered with a piece of hardboard but the
remainder of the floor is of quarry tiles and geometric tiles,
which are in a good condition.

12

Clocks and their enclosures

i

The clock is housed within a softwood cabinet with glazed
panels, which is in a good condition but has possibly historic
woodworm, which needs to be monitored. The clock is by
Smiths of Derby and appears to be fitted with a modern electric
winder, which again is in a good condition. There are clock
faces to the north and west elevations of the tower.
Above:View of the chancel barrel-vaulted ceiling. Below:View
of the nave ceiling.

13

Roof and ceiling voids

i

There is an inaccessible void above the chancel ceiling.

14

Roof structures and ceilings

14.1

Chancel

i

The ceiling is a barrel-vaulted ceiling with softwood timber
boarding divided by arched beadings. The roof structure
appears to be formed by wrought iron braced trusses or tie
bars, which from ground level appear to be in a good condition.
There are 4 tie bars – 1 against the east wall, 1 against the west
wall and 2 intermediate dividing the roof into 3 main bays. The
roof is further divided by the arched trimming pieces into 6
bays.

ii

At wallplate level there is a timber cornice with dental
mouldings,, which from ground level appears to be in a good
condition. From ground level there is no indication of timber decay or beetle attack and the ceiling appears to
be in a good condition.

iii

The area is lit by what appear to be 6 halogen floodlights, which are in a good condition.

14.2

Nave

i

The ceiling is divided into 3½ bays by 4 trusses, the first truss is against the east wall and there are 3 trusses
that divide the wall further. These appear to date from the 19th century and bear onto moulded capitals at wall
plate level. Each supports one purlin to each roof slope, which in turn supports squared rafters between which
is a plastered ceiling.

ii

The plastered ceiling shows extensive cracking, although this appears to be due to daily expansion and contraction
rather than the detachment of mortar. Ideally this should be redecorated and possibly conserved but at the
moment is in a reasonable condition.
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iii

From ground level there is no evidence of decay with the
possible exception of where the purlins abut the west wall
of the nave, which is the tower; the staining of the purlins
indicates that they have been wet in the past and there is possible
deterioration at their embedment in the wall and ideally this
should be inspected at close quarters but only when access
permits.

iv

The nave is lit by 3 light fittings fitted to the north and 3 to the
south walls, all of which provide an up-light and down-light
component. These are supplemented by 2 lights flanking the
tower arch, which again are up-lighters and down-lighters, all
of which appear to be in a good condition.

14.3

North Aisle

i

The ceiling is divided into 3 bays by principal trusses, which
are braced with ashlar posts to both the northern and southern
sides. These appear to be of softwood and support wall beams
on the southern side and a single purlin.

ii

There are ashlar posts at the northern wall, which are in-filled
with boarding. The rafters between are boarded also and this
appears to be with a boarded material rather than lathe and
plaster. The nature of the boarding should be ascertained
before any repairs are made or any alterations. Although the
board joints are visible the ceiling appears to be in a good
condition.

iii

The north aisle is lit by 2 suspended light fittings, which are in
a good condition. There is a further tracked spotlight fitting
within the vestry area, which is in a good condition.

iv

Abutting the west wall of the north aisle the timberwork
roof structure is slightly stained by water, which needs to be
monitored to be sure that there is no associated rot or insect
attack.

14.4

South Aisle

i

The roof structure is divided into 4 bays by 5 principal beams, which span north/south and are braced by ashlar
posts to both the north and south sides, each of which bears onto a 19th century corbel stone. These all appear
to be in a good condition; there is slight staining to the eastern beam, which appears to be associated with water
penetration. These all support a wall beam on the south side and a single purlin, which all appear to be in a
good condition, which in turn support rafters, which are braced by ashlar posts at the south wall, which again
appear to be in a good condition.

ii

Between the rafters the ceiling is boarded with board material, the nature of which is not clear. The joints
between the boards have not been corked or plastered and they appear to be generally in a good condition but
the nature of these boards should be ascertained before any alterations are made.

iii

The south aisle is lit by 4 suspended modern fittings, which are in a good condition.
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Above:View of the north aisle ceiling. Below: Stained roof
timberwork to the west end of the north aisle roof. Bottom:
Eastern roof beam to the south aisle ceiling.
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14.5

South Porch

i

The ceiling is of a high braced structure with the rafters
supported by ashlar posts bearing onto the walls. There is minor
furniture beetle attack to a number of the rafters but this does
not appear to be serious at this time. There is furniture beetle
attack to the sarking boards of the roof structure and these are
also stained by water staining, indicating that there have been
roof issues in the past.

15

Upper floors, balconies, access stairs

i

There are no upper floors, balconies etc.

16

Partitions, screens, panelling, doors and door
furniture

i

Partitions, screens, panelling, and doors are described in the
relevant sections of the internal finishes description.

17

Ground floor structure, timber platforms

17.1

Chancel

i

The chancel is reached by 2 limestone steps, which are in a
good condition. These have been painted in the past but the
paint has virtually entirely eroded.

ii

The choir is paved with quarry tiles and glazed geometric tiles,
which are in a generally good condition. There are a number
of raised tiles, particularly to the northern side of the chancel
step and to the central aisle of the choir towards its east end.
The tiles do not appear to be loose but any voids should be
grouted with a lime mortar to stabilise them and slow further
movement.

iii

Beneath the choir stalls there are a number of ledger stones.
To the north side there is a marble or limestone slab dated
1705. There are 2 further slate stones, the dates of which are
obscured by the carpet. To the south side there are 4 slate
ledgers and again the dates are not clear but appear to be early
19th century, maybe slightly older.

iv

From the choir there is a step up to the sanctuary, the riser
is decorating with encaustic tiles, which although slightly
discoloured by salts are in a good condition.

v

The sanctuary floor is of geometric and encaustic tiles, which
are in a good condition and there are a further 2 steps up to
the altar platform. The altar has been moved forward from the
wall and this is again decorated with encaustic and geometric
tiles. The original altar platform is decorated with quarry tiles,
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Above: South porch roof structure. Below: Choir flooring and
choir stalls. Ssecond below: Sanctuary tiling to the floor.
Bottom: Sanctuary step.
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all of which are in a good condition.
17.2

Nave

i

The floor to the aisles and the east end of the nave is of quarry
tiles with geometric inlays, which are in a generally good
condition.

ii

There are some loose tiles, particularly to the west side of the
aisle leading to the south door where a number of tiles have
displaced and should be re-fixed.

iii

The remainder of the tiles appear to be in a good condition,
although they are covered by carpet. There is indication that
beneath the carpet of the central aisle there is at least one cast
iron floor grille set into the floor.

iv

There are pew platforms, which are flush with the tiling to
the north and south sides of the central aisle, 4 in total – 2 to
the west of the aisle to the south door and 2 to the east. The Above: Flooring and carpet to the nave aisleways. Below: Nave
south western platform is carpeted, which appears to be in west end flooring and pew platforms. Bottom: South aisle
area and view of flooring to the aisle.
a good condition. The north western is of softwood boards,
which are exposed and appear to be in a good condition. The
north eastern is of softwood and again appears to be in a good
condition. Some of the boards to the eastern portion of this
appear to have been replaced relatively recently indicating there
may have been a rot problem. The boards to the south eastern
portion appear to be in a good condition.

17.3

North Aisle

i

The aisle that abuts the arcade is of quarry and geometric
tiles, which are in a good condition. There are minor opening
joints, which ideally should be grouted with lime mortar but
are otherwise in a good condition. The remainder of the floor
is of softwood boarding, which again appears to be in a good
condition with no obvious evidence of furniture beetle.

17.4

South Aisle

i

The majority of the floor is covered with quarry tiles with
geometric trim and these are generally in a good condition.
There are minor areas where there are open joints between the
geometric and quarry tiles and these ideally should be grouted
to prevent future movement. There are a number of loose tiles,
particularly to the north and south sides of the aisle, which
should be re-fixed before the tiles crack.

ii

There are 2 areas of softwood timber pew platforms the visible
sections of which all appear to be in a good condition.

iii

One section of the floor has been overlaid with concrete and
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this appears to be the original location of the font, which has
been relocated to the nave.
17.5

South Porch

i

The floor is of quarry and geometric tiles, which are extensively
cracked but all securely in place and in a generally good
condition.

ii

The tiling has deteriorated particularly to its south western
corner where some of the tiles are loose and need to be grouted
Above: South porch flooring. Below: Cracked tiles to the south
in place with lime mortar.

iii

There is an un-stepped access into the main body of the
church.

18

Internal finishes

18.1

Chancel

west corner of the porch floor. Second below: Chancel, north
wall. Bottom:Window in the north wall of the chancel.

North wall
i

The north wall is of plastered masonry, which is in a good
condition. There is minor decay of the plaster and paintwork
at ground level to a height of less than 300mm, which appears
to be due to water penetration but this is relatively minor.

ii

There are 3 low level niches in the wall. The western of the
niches has an arched head the purpose of which is not clear.
The central niche has a curtain with an aumbry within and
the eastern niche is empty. The plasterwork to the head of
the western niche has detached slightly to the western side,
although the plasterwork is in a reasonable condition. Ideally
this should be grouted to stabilise it.

iii

There is a 2-light wide window opening with Y-tracery and
coloured leaded glass towards the eastern side of the wall. The
eastern light incorporates a steel framed hopper, which exhibits
surface rust and does not appear to be functional at this time.
There are no cords to this and the pulleys are rusted; ideally
this should be painted to slow its decay. The glazing itself is in
a good condition, although this would benefit from cleaning.
The stone surround and tracery is in a good condition and the
internal stone reveal and cill is also in a good condition.

iv

There is a crack in the plasterwork from a height of approximately
1.2m to the head of the wall in the north eastern corner. This
reaches a maximum width of approximately 4mm towards the
head of the wall and again this should be monitored for further
movement. To the remainder of the plasterwork there is minor
cracking of less than 1mm wide to the plasterwork to the head
of the window opening and the cill, although this does not seem
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to reflect major movement.
v

There are 2 marble monuments. The western monument is
in memory of William Welles and is dated 1741. The eastern
monument commemorates Thomas Lewin and is dated 1817.

vi

Fixed centrally on the wall is a gas heater, which appears to be
in a good condition, although it was last serviced in 2017 and
is overdue for servicing.
East wall

i

The wall is of painted and plastered masonry, which is in a good
condition. The plasterwork has quite a lot of dirt to the head
of the wall, which appears to be emanating from the roof space
above and appears to be largely cobwebs and possibly nesting
material, but this needs to be monitored. There is a crack to Above: Monument in the north wall of the chancel.
the south east corner from a height of about 1m to the head Below: East wall of the chancel and east window. Bottom:
of the wall and at its widest point this is about 3mm wide and South wall of the chancel.
should be monitored for further movement.

ii

Towards the base of the wall there is minor deterioration of
the plasterwork, again possibly due to rising damp but this is
relatively minor.

iii

To the centre of the wall there is a 3-light window opening
with intersecting tracery. The glazing is of coloured leaded
glass, which is in a good condition, although the glazing would
benefit from cleaning internally. This is supported externally
by ferramenta, the condition of which is not clear from inside.
There is slight bowing to one of the upper panels of the southern
light but apart from this the glazing is in a good condition. The
tracery and surround are in a good condition. There is a minor
open joint to the cill of the northern light, which ideally should
be repointed but this does not appear to be reflecting major
movement. The stone surround is in a good condition, as is
the cill.
South wall

i

The wall is of plastered and painted masonry. The plasterwork
is in a generally good condition, although towards the centre of
the wall there is an area where the plaster has detached from
its background and is bulging quite significantly, probably an
area of 1.5m2. Ideally this should be grouted to re-attach it or
replaced. It seems to be detached from the wall at the worst
extent by approximately 25-30mm.

ii

There are 2 window openings. The eastern window is a 3-light
window within an arched opening and intersecting tracery. The glazing is of coloured leaded glass, which is in
a good condition although would benefit from cleaning internally. The central light incorporates a steel framed
hopper window, which exhibits surface rust and would benefit from repainting and removal of the rust. This
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does not appear to be operational a the moment and repairs
have been made to the quarry below the fixing point indicating
this has been the case for a while. The window is supported by
ferramenta externally, the condition of which is not clear. The
surround is in a good condition, as is the internal surround.
iii

The western window is a 2-light window opening with Y
tracery. The glazing is of coloured leaded glass, which is in
a good condition but would benefit from cleaning. There is
a single crack to one quarry of the central sub-light but this
remains intact and weather proof. This would benefit from
cleaning internally. The tracery and surround are in a good
condition, as is the internal stone surround of the window
opening.

iv

To the west of this window there is a clergy door, which is a
vertically boarded door with an internal softwood frame – the
external boarding appears to be oak but the frame and door
frame appear to be of softwood and this from the inside appears
to be in a good condition. The internal surround is in a good
condition.

v

To the west again is a small rectangular window, which has
coloured and stained glass and is in a good condition, as is the
surround and the internal reveal. There is slight cracking to
the western edge of the reveal, although this does not seem to
reflect any on-going movement.

vi

There is a 2-arched sedilia to the east end of the wall, which
incorporates a piscina. The heads of the lights are cusped with
a linked hoodmould capping it and this is in a good condition,
although there is minor cracking to the plasterwork to its west
side.

vii

There is a brass memorial with enamel decoration above the
light to the west of the clergy door. The inscription on this is
not clear. The backing to the panel is a marble slab. Although
slightly corroded, the panel is in a stable condition.

viii

There is a further gas heater to the centre of the south wall.

Above: Eastern window in the south wall of the chancel.
Below:The clergy door in the south wall of the chancel.
Second below: Sedilia to the east of the chancel south wall.
Bottom:

West wall
i

The wall is dominated by the chancel arch, which is a double chamfer moulded arch. The inner moulding is
supported by octagonal piers with octagonal capitals, both of which are in a good condition.

ii

There is a minor open joint 3 joints down from the apex of the arch to the northern side, which ideally should
be repointed but this needs to be monitored to ensure that it does not relate to ongoing movement. There also
appears to be minor deterioration to the pointing at the junction between the northern side of the moulding
and the wall itself, although the pointing appears to be relatively modern strap pointing, which does not appear
to have an ideal key. The remainder of the wall is in a good condition.
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18.2

Nave
North wall

i

The wall is dominated by a 3-bay arcade to the north aisle.
The arcade arches are double-chamfered and are supported
by octagonal piers and octagonal responds with capitals and
plinths, all of which are in a good condition.

ii

The stonework surrounding the arcade is squared stonework
laid in courses, which is in a generally good condition.There is
minor pointing deterioration towards the west side of the wall, Above: Nave north arcade wall. Below:West end of the north
particularly at high level where it appears that a historic stove arcade wall with removed stove flue. Bottom: Nave east wall
and chancel arch.
flue has been removed. This does not appear to be structural
movement but ideally would be repointed when possible.

iii

There is pointing missing between the abutment of the north
wall with the west wall of the tower and the joint here is
approximately 20mm wide in places and about 1.5-2 linear
metres of pointing is missing.

iv

There are 3 clerestory windows to the north wall, each of
2-lights with a very small sub-light. The main lights are cusp
headed and are glazed with coloured leaded glass. The west
light of the west window and the east light of the east window
are fitted with hopper window openings, both of which are
fitted with cords indicating that they are operable. There is
minor rust to both these hoppers and ideally they should be
repainted to slow decay.

v

The glazing of the west light from ground level appears to be in
a good condition, as does the surround and tracery. The glazing
of the central light appears to be in a good condition, as do the
surround and tracery. There is minor pointing deterioration
to the east reveal wall of the central light, which ideally should
be repointed but this appears relatively minor.

vi

The east clerestory window glazing appears to be in a good
condition, as does the tracery, surrounds and reveals. All
windows would benefit from internal cleaning.
East wall

i

The east wall is dominated by the chancel arch, which is a
double-chamfered arch as previously described. The mouldings
of the arch, particularly to the north side, appear to be spalling
with minor deterioration of the pointing immediately above
this side of the arch.

ii

There is potentially some cracking to the stonework above the
arch following mortar joints and this could be associated with
the open joints noted to the north side of the arch, although
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there is cracking immediately above this joint on the north side
and mirrored cracking on the west side, both of which rise to
a height of at least 1.2m above the arch. It is difficult to see
how far this extends. Ideally the open joint in the arch should
be wedged and pointed and the area monitored for further
movement.
iii

There appears to be slight cracking to the south east corner at
the junction between the 2 walls. Approximately 1.5 linear
metres ideally should be repointed.
South wall

i

The wall is dominated by a 4-bay arcade of double-chamfered
arch supported by octagonal piers with octagonal responds.The
arches and piers are all in a good condition. The stonework
above the arcade is in a good condition and is of squared
stonework brought to courses.

ii

To the eastern end of the wall there is the remnants of a flue
pipe from a stove, which has been partially removed, although
this is not causing problems at this stage.

iii

There are 3 clerestory windows, each of 2-lights and again
the eastern and western windows incorporate a single hopper
window, the eastern of which is working. The western window
is not fitted with cords. Ideally these should be painted to slow
the decay of the steel framed hoppers. The windows would
ideally be cleaned on the inner faces. From ground level the
glazing appears to be in a good condition, as does the tracery
and reveals. There is slight spalling of the stonework to the
western reveal of the west window.

Above: Stonework detail above the chancel arch. Below: Nave
south wall arcade. Second below: Nave west wall and tower
arch. Bottom: Niche to the south of the tower arch.

West wall
i

The wall is dominated by the tower arch, which is a tall pointed
arched opening with double-chamfered inner mouldings
supported by semi-circular responds with capitals and
plinths.

ii

The stonework relating to the tower is of ashlar stonework,
which is in a good condition. This is abutted on the south side
by stonework relating to the nave, which is in a good condition.
There is slight deterioration to the pointing to the junction
between the two.

iii

There is a niche on the south side, the walls of which are
rendered and in a good condition.

iv

The return wall of the tower is of ashlar stonework, which is
in a good condition.

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d

h o l y t r i n i t y, t h r u s s i n g t o n • q u i n q u e n n i a l r e p o r t 2 0 2 0

• 32

18.3

North Aisle
North wall

i

The wall is of rendered masonry, which is in a generally good
condition with the exception of the lower portion of the wall,
particularly at the centre of the wall where a significant section
has detached. There is probably around 2m2 that has detached
at low level and has been held in place by the gas pipes, which
were fixed to this wall so this needs to be monitored as it seems
Above: Detached render from the base of the north wall of the
to be moving the gas pipes.

ii

The wall is pierced by 3 window openings, each of 2-lights, the
tracery of which is of a plate type. The western window glazing
is of coloured leaded glass, which is in a good condition. The
hopper window opening indicates minor rust staining, which
would benefit from repainting and repair. The glazing has been
repaired with putty, possibly where the quarries have cracked
of there have been issues and ideally this should be repaired
properly and the windows cleaned. There are 2 minor cracks
to one quarry of the eastern light. The edges of the reveal are
of ashlar stonework but the head is rendered. It appears that
some of the voussoir stones to the head of the opening have
moved slightly, particularly on the eastern side and again this
needs to be monitored and ideally the joints wedged to prevent
further movement.

iii

The central window is a 2-fixed light window of coloured
leaded glass with external saddle bars. The glazing is in a good
condition but would benefit from being cleaned. The tracery
is in a good condition and the reveals are of stonework and
there is a small section of render to the head of the reveal.
There is slight movement to the central stone of the arched
head, which should be monitored and is not significant as for
the west window.

iv

The eastern window glazing is in a good condition, although
the hopper opening window exhibits surface rust, which
would benefit from being removed and repainted. Glazing is
in a generally good condition and there is minor cracking to
one quarry and the window would benefit from cleaning. The
tracery appears to be in a good condition. To the reveals again
there is slight movement to the head of the window opening,
which would benefit from monitoring, possibly the wedging
of an open joint.

v

Fixed to the wall there are 2 gas heaters, both of which are in
a good condition, although the gas pipe is fixed to a section of
the wall where the plaster has detached so the gas pipe is not
supported to its central section and should be re-fixed.
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north aisle. Below:Voussoir stones slightly moved to the head
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below: Central window in the north aisle north wall.
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East wall
i

The east wall is within the vestry area created to the north of the
organ boxing and is of rendered masonry. The render appears
to be cement based render, which is in a good condition. There
is slight bulging above the west window, the nature of which is
not clear.

ii

The west window is a 2-light wide window, as described for
the north wall. Two of the stones forming the shallowly arched
reveal to this appear to have dropped slightly and this would
benefit from monitoring and possibly wedging of the stones
back into their original positions. The windows themselves
are of coloured leaded glass, which are in a good condition
and for some reason are a lot cleaner than the windows in the
remainder of the church. The surround and tracery is also in
a good condition with the exception of the stones to the head
of the reveal.
South wall

i

The wall is of squared and coursed stonework and is dominated
by the 3 bay arcade. The stonework and the arcade arches are
in a good condition.

Above: North aisle east wall. Below: Stonework to the head
of the reveal to the east window of the north aisle. Bottom:
North aisle west window and servery area.

West wall
i

The wall is of rendered masonry. The render is in a generally
good condition, there is slight cracking below the window cill
of the west window, which descends downwards behind the
servery cabinets but is no more than 1-1.5mm wide.

ii

The west window is a 2-light window with cusp headed lights
capped by sub-lights, all with coloured leaded glass. The glazing
is in a good condition but would benefit from cleaning. The
tracery appears to be in a good condition. There are slight
open joints in the junction between the surround and the
reveal, particularly on the south side. The reveal walls are in
a good condition with slight open joint to the north side. The
head of the reveal has cracking to the head of the opening,
although there does not appear to be associated movement of
the stones.

iii

There is a stone wall plaque monument to the south of the wall,
which is dedicated to John Wells and is dated 1712, which is in
a good condition.

iv

Beneath the window there is a hardwood servery cabinet, which
is in a good condition.
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18.4

South Aisle
North wall

i

The wall is dominated by the arcade arch to the nave. The
arches and the stonework above, which is plastered, are in a
good condition.
East wall

i

The wall is of plastered masonry. The plasterwork is quite
heavily fractured, particularly above the east window where
there is movement to the head of the internal reveal and there
is also a large crack to the south corner of the east window. The
nature of this cracking needs to be established and monitored
for any further movement.

ii

The crack to the cill of the east window is about 5mm wide
through the cill and descends through the wall to about 3mm
Above: South aisle east wall and east window. Below: Crack
wide at the widest point.
from the window cill. Bottom: Cracking to the reveal of the

iii

The cracking to the head of the window opening between the
plasterwork and the stonework of the reveals is up to 5mm
wide at the widest point.

iv

The 3-light window opening has cusped heads and sub-lights
with coloured leaded glass with glazing in a good condition, as
are the surrounds and tracery. The internal reveals to the head
have some evidence of movement, at least one joint is open
and there is a crack coming through one of the northern stones
of the reveal. These need to be wedged to prevent further
movement and ideally repointed, although the nature of the
movement needs to be established before repairs are carried
out.

v

There is further cracking to the southern junction between the
reveal and the surrounds of the window opening.The cracks are
up to 5mm wide but more generally 2-3mm wide and again
this should be monitored and the nature of the movement
established.

window.

South wall
i

The south wall appears to be rendered with a cement render,
which is in a generally good condition where visible. The render
has detached at low level, particularly towards the centre of
the wall.

ii

There are 3 windows openings, one within the WC area. The
eastern window is of 3-lights, all with cusped heads and sublights above within a rectangular opening. The glazing is of
coloured leaded glass, which is in a generally good condition
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but would benefit from cleaning but is otherwise sound. The
tracery and surrounds are in a good condition. The reveal edges
are in a good condition. The head has some slight cracking,
particularly of the render to the head of the opening but does
not appear to be structural at this stage. The cill of the window
is in a good condition.
iii

Within the cill of this window is the upstand of a sedilia arch,
which is in a good condition. To the east of the window there is
a cusped headed piscina niche, which is in a good condition.

iv

The 2-light central window opening is within a rectangular arch in the south wall of the south aisle. Second below:The
opening. The glazing is of coloured leaded glass with a hopper south porch door. Bottom: South aisle, west wall.
opening window to the eastern light and external saddle bars.
The hopper would benefit from cleaning and repainting to
remove rust. The tracery and surround are in a good condition
and the reveals are in a good condition.There is minor opening
of the perpend joints abutting the surround, particularly to the
western reveal.

v

The south door is a hardwood panelled door with an internal
frame, which is in a good condition. The surround and reveals
are also in a good condition.

vi

The western window to the WC area is a 2-light window
opening with glazing in a good condition.The hopper window
exhibits surface rust and would benefit from repainting. The
reveals are in a good condition, as is the wall.

Above: South aisle, south wall. Below: Upstand of a sedilia

West wall
i

The wall is partially rendered with a cement render, which is
in a good condition.

ii

The west window is a 3-light window opening within an
arched opening with cusped headed lights and glazing in a
good condition, although would benefit from cleaning, as do
the sub-lights above. The tracery and surrounds are in a good
condition. The reveals have slight cracking to the head and to
the northern reveal but otherwise are in a good condition.

iii

There is a gas heater fixed to the wall and the electricity
distribution board and metres are also located on this wall.
The metre is a 3-phase metre and it appears that 2 phases are
wired in but it is not certain how this is working.

18.5

South Porch

i

The walls of the porch are of ashlar ironstone beneath which is
a bench to both side walls and are in a good condition. There
is minor erosion of the ironstone just above the bench level but
is otherwise in a good condition.
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ii

The south wall has a double-chamfered arched opening, the
inner chamfer is supported by semi-circular piers, all of which
are in a good condition.

19

Fittings, fixtures, furniture and moveable
articles

19.1

Chancel

i

The altar is an oak table, which has been propped at its western
side as it leans over the original platform. This appears to be in
a good condition. There is minor deterioration to the base of
the feet, which appears to be historic but no sign of furniture
beetle.

ii

There are 3 reader’s chairs within the sanctuary area, which
are of hardwood and these are all in a good condition.
Above: South porch, north wall with door into the nave.

iii

The altar rail is of oak and is moveable and again this is in a good below: Pews within the nave. Bottom: Servery unit in the
north aisle.
condition and does not exhibit signs of furniture beetle.

iv

The choir stalls are of softwood and there are 2 reader’s benches
and these again are in a good condition with no evidence of
furniture beetle.

19.2

Nave

i

The set of pews are of softwood, which are in a good
condition. There is no evidence of furniture beetle or other
deterioration.

ii

The southern bank of the western pews are also of softwood
and the same nature of the front pews, although the pews to the
northern side of the west portion of the pews are of a slightly
different style but again are in a good condition.

iii

There is a font, which is octagonal, supported by 4 circular
shafts with plinths and capitals on a circular step and this is in
a good condition, as is the oak cover.

iv

There is a softwood lectern, which is in a good condition. There
is a microphone stand fixed to an audio system, which does
incorporate a induction loop system for hearing aid users.

v

The organ is located in the north aisle within the eastern bay
with the console sitting within the nave. The softwood casing
with display pipes and 5 stops appears visually to be in a good
condition.

19.3

North Aisle

i

There is a hardwood servery cabinet on castors, which is in a

Below: Altar rail and fittings within the chancel area. Second
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good condition.
ii

Within the vestry area forming the west part of the aisle there
is a safe and a desk and a vestments cabinet, all of which are in
a good condition. There is also a cabinet that appears to house
the audio equipment, which again is in a good condition and
was supplied by French Electrical Services of Coalville and
does include an induction loop amplifier.

19.4

South Aisle

i

The pews are of softwood type as for the nave and are in a good
condition.

20

Toilets, kitchens, vestries etc

i

Within the south aisle there is a WC enclosure and cupboards,
which are formed with studwork faced with plasterboard and
hardwood panelling, which is in a good condition. The only
element of concern is that there is slight pinhole beetle attack Above:TheWC enclosure in the south aisle. Below: Slight
to the trim immediately above the fire extinguishers but it is pinhole beetle attack holes in the hardwood trim.
Bottom:The organ.
not clear whether this was a feature of the timber when it was
felled or whether it is an active infestation.

ii

The WC ceiling is of plasterboard skim and the walls are also
of plasterboard and skim and are in a good condition, with the
exception of the external wall, which is described as part of
the south aisle. The sanitary fittings are in a good condition,
as is the baby changing unit.

iii

The floor of the WC is of modern vinyl, which is in a good
condition.

21

Organs and other musical instruments

i

The organ is located in the north aisle within the eastern bay of
the nave with the console sitting within the nave.The softwood
casing with display pipes and 5 stops appears visually to be in
a good condition.

22

Monuments

i

Monuments and tombs are described in the relevant section of
wall or floor to which they are fixed.

23

Heating installations

i

The church is heated by wall mounted gas heaters which
visually appear to be in a good condition, although they were
last inspected 5th June 2017. Gas fired heating systems should
be inspected annually and the inspection report should be kept
with the log book and other safety information.
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24

Electrical installation

i

Any electrical installation should be tested at least every
quinquennium by a registered NICEIC electrician, and a
resistance and earth continuity test should be obtained on all
circuits. The engineer’s test report should be kept with the
church log book. This present report is based upon a visual
inspection of the main switchboard and of certain sections of the
wiring selected at random, without the use of instruments.

ii

Testing of portable appliances should also be carried out as
required by the Electricity At Work Regulations 1989. The Above:Wall mounted gas heater in the choir area. Below:The
frequency of this testing is dependent on a number of factors, electrical supply. Bottom:The fire extinguishers in the south
but should at least be carried out every 5 years and more aisle, west end.
regular tests may be appropriate where subject to regular use
or potentially vulnerable to damage.

iii

The electricity distribution board and metres is located on
the west wall of the south aisle. The metre is a 3-phase metre
although it appears that only 2 phases are used. The last
electrical inspection was carried out on 6th March 2018 and
a PAT test was carried out on 6th March 2018

25

Sound system

i

The audio system is controlled from a cabinet in the north aisle.
The equipment is visually in a good condition and incorporates
an induction loop system for use with hearing aids.

26

Lightning conductor

i

There is a lightning protection system to the tower capped by an
air spike to the northwest finial of the tower.The copper down
tape of the system is fixed to the west side of the north wall
of the tower. The system was last tested on 21st January 2020.
Ideally the system should be inspected every eleven months.

27

Fire precautions

i

The church is equipped with fire extinguishers, which appear
to be in accordance with current recommendations. The fire
extinguishers were last tested 30th September 2019.

ii

Since October 2006 previous fire safety legislation has been
replaced by the Fire Safety Order. This new legislation applies
to all non-domestic premises including places of worship.
It requires those with responsibility for the management of
premises to appoint a responsible person to consider fire
safety issues, undertake fire risk assessments and ensure the
implementation of recommendations to ensure the safety
of building users in the event of fire. There is an Emergency
Action Plan which would form part of the Fire Risk Assessment
although it is recommended that a full formal assessment
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is made. A Fire Risk Assessment should be prepared for the
church.
28

Access for people with disabilities

i

The Disability Discrimination Act gave people with disabilities
the right to access the same services and facilities available to
able bodied people. From October 2004 this included the
requirement to make changes to remove physical barriers but
this did not remove the requirement to obtain any necessary
consents such as Faculty approval. In situations where it is not
possible to reconcile access needs with other such restrictions it
could be acceptable to provide the service by other means.The
Equalities Act has now replaced the Disability Discrimination
Act but generally encompasses the same aims. However, the
new Equalities Act expands the definitions of ‘qualifying’
disabilities and also gives new rights to people associated with
those having the disability to give them certain rights and
protection, as well as introducing the concept of ‘perception’
of disability, where a person could be given protection when Above: Interior of the accessibleWC.
discrimination results from an incorrect assumption of the existence of a disability.

ii

A detailed assessment of access provisions and facilities for people with disabilities is outside the scope of this
report. If not already undertaken, the PCC should consider carrying out an access audit: guidance on how to
prepare an Access Audit is available in “Through the Eye of a Needle” published by Church House Publishing.
BS.8300:2009 “Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the needs of disabled people” provides detailed
guidance for detailed design in respect of new building work.

iii

There is level access to the south porch from the northwest entrance to the churchyard but a small lip at the
south porch. There is a wheelchair accessible toilet.

29

Safety

i

Health and Safety Policy and a Risk Assessment is being prepared. Again the Ecclesiastical Insurance website
includes useful advice and templates to help preparing these documents https://www.ecclesiastical.com/
documents/church-health-and-safety-policy-template.pdf https://www.ecclesiastical.com/documents/riskassessment-template-small-churches.pdf. It is important that the church has an up to date Health & safety Policy
and a Risk assessment to comply with current legislation.

ii

It is a requirement of the Health & Safety Executive that all those responsible for the care and maintenance of all
non-domestic buildings, including places of worship, have an Asbestos Management Plan to manage and minimize
risks from exposure to asbestos and asbestos-containing materials. Guidance on how to produce an Asbestos
Management Plan is produced by the Health & Safety Executive. This survey does not attempt to identify the
location of any asbestos, nor advise on the management of asbestos. A specialist should be commissioned to
carry out and ‘asbestos management survey’.

iii

The condition of the south parapet wall of the tower is of concern. It is recommended that the loose coping
stone is re-bedded securely as soon as possible. The condition of the upper portion of the west wall of the tower
is also of concern.

30

Bats

i

No direct evidence of the presence of bats was noted within the church, although it should be noted that
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disturbing roosting or hibernating bats or destroying roosts
is a criminal offence. Investigations should be undertaken by
suitably experienced and licenced people before invasive work
is carried out to ensure bats are not going to be affected.
Curtilage
31

Churchyard

i

The grass areas within the churchyard are well maintained and
in a good condition.

32

Ruins

i

There are no ruins.

33

Monuments, tombs and vaults

i

There is a chest tomb adjacent to the north boundary where
the plinth at its base has been moved apart and the bottom of
the tomb has fallen away. The plinth should be repositioned to
stabilise the tomb.

ii

The grave markers are in a generally good condition. A number
of the grave slabs are leaning quite significantly but all appear
to be secure and not in any immediate danger of falling.

iii

The group of 3 chest tombs to the south of the church should
have the ivy that is growing from them treated with a systemic
weed killer to prevent this growing into the joints, which are
the moment they are doing, and causing further collapse.

34

Boundary walls, lych gates and fencing

i

The northern boundary wrought iron gates to the churchyard
are in a generally good condition and would benefit from
repainting due to areas of surface rust but are generally sound.
The brickwork to the boundary wall pier to the west end of
the wall has 2 bricks that are quite heavily eroded and these
should be replaced and localised repointing to around 2 linear
metres would be beneficial within the next 5 years. There is
localised pointing decay to the western portion of the wall. The
remainder of the boundary wall clay copings and bricks are in a
generally good condition on the external face. The inner face
of the north boundary wall is in a good condition.

ii

The eastern boundary is formed by neighbouring cottages,
which appears to be in a good condition.

iii

The southern boundary eastern portion is formed by boarded
fence panellings, which appear to be in the care of the
neighbouring property. The remaining southern boundary is
formed by an embankment with a brick base and a hedge to
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the top, which is in a generally good condition.
iv

The western boundary is the boundary with a neighbour’s
property and appears to be in the care of that neighbour.

35

Trees and shrubs

i

The trees within the churchyard appear to be in a good
condition with none giving visible cause for concern.

36

Hard standing areas

i

The pathway within the church is tarmaced, the edging is giving Below: South porch and tarmac pathway.
away slightly but the pathway is in a good condition.

37

Miscellaneous

i

The noticeboard is in a generally good condition.

ii

There is an external tap adjacent to the west gateway and this
possibly needs to be protected from frost if water is run through
it all year round.

38

Log Book

i

An up to date log book was reviewed during the inspection.

Above: Brick pier to the west of the northern boundary gates.

Summary
Although there are a number of issues facing the church, it is clear that diligent efforts are made to maintain the
building and churchyard. The Swithland slates covering the roofs are generally sound although the condition
of the fixing nails holding them in place is suspect, particularly to the south slope of the chancel where a large
number of slates have been re-fixed with lead and copper clips. It is believed that the chancel roof and possibly
the nave roof will have to be re-slated in within the next ten year, re-using the existing slates. In the meantime
it is important that the displaced slates and flashings are re-fixed to avoid more serious damage.
The cast iron gutters and downpipes are all in position but there is a general issue with leaking joints and surface
rust which needs to be addressed through refurbishment and repainting. The associated gullies did not appear
to be effectively conducting water away from the church, although the inspection took place after a prolonged
period of extremely wet weather which may have been the cause of this issue. It is recommended that the gullies
are cleared of debris and the below ground drainage is monitored to assess whether there is an issue which
needs to be addressed. The existing brick gullies surrounding the church seem to be largely redundant with
the exception of the area to the north of the tower where there is no rainwater gully. Ideally any works to the
below ground drainage should include the provision of a gully here.
The external stonework is generally sound with the exception of the west elevations of the tower and north
and south aisles with more limited issues to the north and south elevations of the tower. The ironstone of the
upper two stages of the west elevation is heavily eroded to the extent where the transom of the bell chamber
opening is only partially supported at its southern end. There is also an issue with the limestone parapet wall
of the south elevation which needs addressing to secure loose stonework. It is recommended that urgent work
is carried out to the tower to stabilise this decay.

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d

h o l y t r i n i t y, t h r u s s i n g t o n • q u i n q u e n n i a l r e p o r t 2 0 2 0

• 42

Access to the tower roof is difficult as the ladder has been cut away to allow the swing of the adjacent bell.
This makes regular maintenance access very difficult and it is recommended that this situation is improved
urgently.
Internally the church is in a generally good condition. The issue of most concern inside is the detached plasterwork
to the south wall of the chancel and the north wall of the north aisle, particularly the latter where this has left
the gas pipe supplying the heaters partially supported. Although there is cracking within the church this within
what is expected of a building of this age. It is recommended that the cracks are monitored by a member of the
church for signs that cracks are widening, particularly where there is cracking above window or arch heads.
Finally, it is important that the paperwork relating to the inspection of services and health and safety is kept up
to date.
Future sustainability of the church
Although there are immediate issues with the slate roofs and the stonework of the west end of the church, as long
as these can be addressed, there do not appear to be any issues which would lead one to question the long-term
sustainability of the church. The existing heating system appears to be of a type which can respond relatively
quickly, which suits the way the church is currently used. The church also has toilet and servery facilities which
appear to meet current access requirements.

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d

h o l y t r i n i t y, t h r u s s i n g t o n • q u i n q u e n n i a l r e p o r t 2 0 2 0

• 43

D

recommendations and summary
Note that a Faculty is likely to be needed for all works other than minor items of routine maintenance. Where
there is doubt as to whether a Faculty is necessary, the DAC Secretary should be consulted.

(A)

Works recommended to be carried out as soon as possible

i

Gas heaters and installation to be inspected and serviced. (Estimated cost £350)

ii

Commission an Asbestos ‘Management’ Survey. (Estimated cost £500)

iii

Prepare a Fire Risk Assessment. (No cost for volunteers)

iv

Prepare a Health & Safety Risk Assessment. (No cost for volunteers)

v

Clear debris from the outlets of the tower roof gutters. (Estimated cost £100)

vi

Carry out repairs to the south parapet wall of the tower. (Estimated cost £750)

vii

Re-fix slipped slates to the chancel and north aisle roofs and re-dress the parapet flashing to the east wall of the
chancel. (Estimated cost £500)

viii

Clear the ground level gullies of debris, rod pipework & investigate the condition of the below ground drainage.
(No cost for volunteers)

ix

Monitor the tower roof structure, clock enclosure, & south porch roof structure for signs of active beetle
infestation. (No cost for volunteers)

x

Remove debris from bell chamber floor. (No cost for volunteers)

xi

Monitor cracking identified within church for signs of ‘progressive’ movement. (No cost for volunteers)

(B)

Works recommended to be carried out within the next year

i

Carry out an Access Audit. (No cost for volunteers)

ii

Fix restraint chain(s) to the tower roof hatch. (Estimated cost £50)

iii

Carry out pointing repairs to the parapet walls and finials of the tower. (Estimated cost £250)

iv

Improve access to tower roof (current ladder unsafe). (Estimated cost £1,500)

(C)

Works recommended to be carried out within 2 years

i

Refurbish and repaint the cast iron gutters and downpipes. (Estimated cost £3,000)

ii

Replace four corner stones to the base of the NE corner buttress of the chancel. (Estimated cost £1,500)

iii

Re-fix the cast iron ash door to the base of the north wall of the chancel and the broken/missing cast iron
ventilation grates to the north aisle. (Estimated cost £150)

iv

Re-bed displaced stones, replace fractured stones, and repoint north and west elevations of tower at plinth level.
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(Estimated cost £900)
v

Replace heavily eroded stonework to upper two stages of west elevation of tower and repoint. (Estimated cost
£20,000)

vi

Treat plant growth to head of stair tower and repoint. (Estimated cost £1,000)

vii

Reinstate detached plaster/render within the chancel and north aisle. (Estimated cost £600)

viii

Reposition the plinth of the chest tomb close to the north boundary wall and stabilise the tomb. (Estimated cost
£300)

ix

Treat the ivy growth to the three chest tombs to the south of the church and remove and repoint. (Estimated cost
£150)

(D)

Works recommended to be carried out within 5 years

i

Re-paint the external ferramenta and steel framed hopper windows. (Estimated cost £2,000)

ii

Treat timber frame to west window of south wall of chancel and repoint joints. (Estimated cost £150)

iii

Repoint the copings of the east parapet walls of the chancel and nave. (Estimated cost £1,000)

iv

Localised low level repointing. (Estimated cost £1,000)

v

Replace two stones to base of west buttress of north elevation of north aisle. (Estimated cost £800)

vi

Replace heavily eroded high-level stones to the west elevation of the north aisle and repoint . (Estimated cost
£6,500)

vii

Stonework repairs to the lower portion of the west elevation of the tower and the north and south elevations.
(Estimated cost £10,000)

viii

Replace heavily eroded stones to west elevation of the south aisle and repoint. (Estimated cost £7,250)

ix

Re-fix the loose floor tiles within the nave, south aisle, & south porch and re-grout open joints. (Estimated cost
£300)

x

Wedge the arched stones to the head of the internal reveals of the west window of the north wall of the north
aisle and the east window and repoint. (Estimated cost £350)

(E)

Other works which are advisable

i

Re-roof the chancel. (Estimated cost £15,000)

ii

Replace eroded stones to west elevation of nave and repoint. (Estimated cost £3,500)

iii

Carry out repairs to the brickwork and pointing of the north boundary wall
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Church Plan

p e t e r ro g a n & a s s o c i a t e s l t d

N

h o l y t r i n i t y, t h r u s s i n g t o n • q u i n q u e n n i a l r e p o r t 2 0 2 0

• 46

Site Plan
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Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches of the Diocese of Leicester

Checklist of items required by the Inspecting Architect / Surveyor
from the PCC to enable the completion of the Quinquennial Inspection Report

x
x
x

The Church Log Book
Copy of the previous Quinquennial Inspection (to
be sent to a newly appointed architect in advance
of the inspection)
Schedule of all works / installations / repairs
(including insurance claims) undertaken since the
last Quinquennial Inspection (to be incorporated in
Section 1 of the Report)

x Copy of Electrical Installation Test Report
x Copy of Quinquennial Tree Report (noting
any TPOs)
x

Copies of Test Reports etc.: ¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

x

Lightning Conductor Test Report
Portable Appliance Test Report
Asbestos Inspection Report
Access and Disability Audit Report
Fire Risk Assessment
Health & Safety Risk Assessment
Gas Safety / Boiler Service Report
Fire Appliances (extinguishers) Test
Report
Fire Alarm & Emergency Lighting
Test Report
Security Alarm Test Report
Any recommendations from insurers
regarding security
Inventory of fixtures, fittings and
furniture

Seen
(please tick)

3
3

Unavailable
(please tick)

3

Dated (please
give date)
6/3/2018

Pass /
Fail

Unavailable
(please tick)

Not
applicable

3
Dated (please
give date)
21/1/2020
6/3/2018

in progress
5/6/2017
30/9/2019

Pass /
Fail

Unavailable
(please tick)

Not
applicable

3
3
3
3
3
3

3

In order for the Quinquennial Inspection Report to be as thorough as possible, the above
information should be made available to the Inspecting Architect / Surveyor before / on the date
of the inspection, where relevant

x The Inspecting Architect / Surveyor is required to incorporate this record sheet as the last item
in the Quinquennial Report. Copies can be downloaded from
www.leicester.anglican.org/dac/quinquennial-inspections
x

The Inspecting Architect / Surveyor is unable to complete the Quinquennial Inspection Report
without having seen the up-to-date Church Log Book
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